
Return to Ramah – First Day of Camp Edition!

The long-anticipated Return to Ramah is here!  

Summer 2021
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A feeling of awe and appreciation permeates camp – a recognition  
of how lucky we are to have gotten to this point, to have returned to 
our beloved camp home. That feeling of gratitude has already been 
expressed many times with the shehecheyanu blessing we say at  
important moments of newness and renewal.   

We know this summer will be filled with exuberant shehecheyanu  
moments - for the more than 150 campers we welcome for the first 
time, for the campers who missed out on memories and joy last  
summer and are looking to have double the fun this year, for our 
camp community to embrace the realities of running camp during  
a pandemic, for hundreds of parents and guardians sending their 
children away for personal development and friendship-building for 
the first time in over a year.  

After nearly two years of absolute silence, our camps are finally alive 
with the sounds and sights of another amazing Ramah summer!  
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On the first full day of Staff 
Week 2021, braving unseasonably 
warm temperatures and high  
humidity, our entire staff gathered 
for the first time under the  
majestic canopy of our new 
Merkaz Tarbut, a cultural center 
bringing together our visual arts 
and carpentry programs with  
a stunning new outdoor  
performance space. We sat there  
all masked, having just completed 
our second cafeteria-style meal  

following COVID-19 protocols and learning how to operate  
most efficiently when the campers arrive.  

What happened next is an apt framing for our summers at 
Ramah Day Camp in Chicagoland and Camp Ramah in Wisconsin, 
tying together three themes: the opportunity for a special kind of 
enhanced summer, gratefulness at having reached this moment in 
our camps’ history and in our lives, and a refocusing of our camper 
experience on a newly refined set of core values. First, we polled 
the crowd for some favorite “doubles” – among them baseball  
doubleheaders, Wrigley’s Doublemint gum, double popsicles, and, 
the newest one: the double-stuffed Oreo. We then spoke about  
the unique opportunity we have during this summer to offer each 
other and our campers double the fun, double the friends,  
and double the activities. 

We transitioned into a reminder of how lucky we are to have 
gotten to this point, to have arrived at camp. Assistant Director 
Daniella Elyashar reminded us all that the Hebrew word for arrive 
is l’hagi’ah, and a number of staff members recognized that a  
form of that verb is found in the shehecheyanu blessing we say at 
important moments of newness and renewal. This summer is  
a shehecheyanu summer. 

 

 

Next we were led in a series of games and activities that  
operated on two levels: first, they helped demonstrate for our 
counselors how they could be brought back to the playfulness of 
childhood at camp and how to do so within our COVID-19  
safety guidelines.  

The second level is even more important, as we introduced  
to them the four core values that serve as guideposts to us as we 
design and implement life for our campers. These values are joy, 
growth, inclusion, and connection. First and foremost, camp must 
be joyful; second, campers grow every summer and the intentional 
nurturing of that growth is a core part of our educational role; 
third, we strive to be as inclusive and welcoming a community as 
possible for all our campers and staff, from all their backgrounds 
and life stories; and, finally, camp is about building connections 
with peers, counselors, Judaism, and more.  

As Staff Week ended, so did our 22-month countdown to 
camp. The buses rolled in from Buckatabon Road and I know  
that I was not the only one overcome with emotion. The campers 
bounded off the buses, overflowing with excitement to finally  
be back at camp. The 2021 season – our #ReturnToRamah – is  
underway and we will do our absolute best to fill it with double 
the connection, double the inclusion, double the growth, and – 
surely – double the joy. 

From Jacob Cytryn, Executive Director

Jacob and Daniella Gathering on the porch of the new Mercaz Tarbut

2021 Ramah Wisconsin Staff!
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I have never been more  

excited for the start of camp 

than I am right now. This  

includes the summers when  

I attended as a camper and  

staff member, as well as more 

recently when I was sending 

my kids to camp. Each year,  

as the weather gets warmer and 

the school year winds down, 

the positive energy for another Ramah summer goes up. But this 

year, those feelings are heightened due to the loss of our traditional 

summer programs in Conover and Wheeling last season. The 

many challenges we have faced during the pandemic have only  

increased the need and excitement for our return this year. 

Part of my excitement comes from knowing how hard our  

professional staff members have worked to get to this point. 

Throughout the year, their creativity and ingenuity shined through 

with the many online programs to keep our campers connected.  

At the same time, they had to envision what in-person camp 

would look like this summer. Early on our professionals developed 

contingency plans for how to operate our camps in an ever-changing 

environment. Every detail of camp had to be reviewed to make 

sure we would be in compliance with whatever rules or limitations 

would be put in place. Our purchasing, logistics and programming 

had to be reimagined, along with measuring every inch of the  

cabins and buildings for health and safety measures. No part of the 

summer experience was left untouched. 

My excitement grew after every “Countdown to Camp”  

program we held for our families on Zoom. These were a critical 

part of our overall communication plan and an important  

opportunity to share our evolving preparations. I heard from  

many individuals that these points of contact, along with many 

follow-up phone calls, calmed the nerves of both parents and 

campers. It instilled confidence in our community that we were 

thinking through every issue and that we would be prepared. Our 

medical committee, led by Dr. Mark Drexler, was instrumental  

in guiding us each step of the way.  

 

I am so proud that we have now opened our camps safely,  

taking into account the physical and emotional health of all of our 

campers and staff. This accomplishment is incredibly meaningful 

and I am grateful to all the individuals and organizations that  

carried us from the beginning of the pandemic to the start of the 

2021 camp season. Your commitment to our mission never  

wavered and only intensified over this past challenging year.  

This summer’s Ramah experience will once again prove that our 

product is well worth the investment. 

I have always believed that the Ramah partnership with our 

community is a mutually beneficial one. This idea is depicted in 

something I learned over Shavuot about the Ark of the Covenant. 

There is a great deal of mystery and magic (and a good movie, 

too!) around the Ark that Moses built to house the tablets upon 

which the Ten Commandments were written. The Levites were 

given the holy task of carrying this heavy Ark through the desert, 

river and rough terrain with the Israelites. Yet the Talmud describes 

that when things were difficult for the Levites, the Ark actually 

carried them and allowed them to continue on their journey. This 

image makes me think of the incredible relationship between our 

camps and our community. Our camps educate and inspire our 

young people to be fully engaged in their home Jewish communities. 

Our communities carry and support our camps, especially in  

difficult times like this past year, to continue our holy work.  

This metaphor of the Ark of the Covenant and our camps has  

a further application. The Talmud describes that the Ark actually 

contained two sets of tablets - the first set that Moses broke and 

the second set that remained intact. It may seem odd to keep the 

first set around since it made the Ark heavier and was a constant 

reminder of the troublesome episode with the golden calf. But it was 

part of the Israelites’ history and perhaps an inspiration to them 

going forward. So too, for us, the continuous chain of providing 

summer camp experiences was broken last year. We will not forget 

the time, energy and resources required to get us back to where we 

are now. While we do not know the long term impact of our lost 

summer, we are now exceptionally prepared to move forward for 

this summer and into the future. With the help of our extraordinary 

community and our amazing professional staff, we are returning  

to our camp homes stronger and more excited than ever.

David Kushnir, Board President



A summer of joy, growth and connection - 
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Our #1 priority has always been the health and safety of the 
camp community, and this year that priority includes additional 
protocols and unique components. 

Based on established best practices, camping industry guidelines, 
and medical expertise, Camp Ramah in Wisconsin is following 
these guidelines to prevent COVID-19 from entering camp and to 
minimize its spread if it does: 

• Vaccination - A COVID-19 vaccine was required for staff 
members, and encouraged for campers ages 12 and older.  (Our 
camp population includes approximately 150 campers ages 8-11.) 

• Testing - All campers and staff, regardless of vaccination status, 
were required to take two PCR COVID-19 tests prior to arrival day. 
On the first day, tests were administered at the bus departures or 
upon arrival at camp, prior to entering the camp bubble. Mask and 
pod protocols are in effect for the 7-10 day arrival period; assuming 
everyone tests negative, masks and pods will no longer be required.  

After four negative tests over a 17-day period, staff members 
were allowed to remove their masks for the last days of staff week.  
They re-masked for the camper arrival.  

At Camp Ramah in Wisconsin trailers were rented to provide additional showers 
and restrooms to maintain “pod” and cabin capacity requirements. 

Additional washing stations were added and new picnic tables were built for  
outdoor eating  

Additional covered outdoor spaces were built for medical use and  
as program areas

Special purchases were made for both camps: COVID-19 testing kits, personal 
protective equipment (PPE) for medical staff, disposable masks, shields, additional 

washing stations, hand sanitizer and pumps, and HEPA/UV filters in cabins and 
buildings. We are particularly grateful to Magid Glove & Safety for expanding 

their annual support to include much of our PPE needs for this summer.



all while following COVID-19 guidelines
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Both camps have additional transportation costs to 
maintain reduced bus capacity. 

For many years, Camp Ramah in Wisconsin has partnered with Camp Leaders to bring European university students to work in our kitchen.  
Due to COVID-19 it was not an option this year, and we are grateful to camper parents and alumni who stepped up in a big way to help out for one or more weeks.
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After 15 months of navigating the pandemic, our camp  
community has joyfully reunited in person at camp. To ease the 
transition from virtual experiences to real-life interactions at camp, 
we’ve expanded our team of Yoatzim (staff advisors) and made  
investments to support the mental, emotional and social health of 
the entire camp population. In pre-season sessions, during staff 
week, and throughout the summer our staff members are gaining 
skills needed to be sensitive to our campers’ needs, which  
undoubtedly have been affected by changes to school and social  
environments.  

Many staff members opted-in to virtual staff training  
opportunities this spring: a four-session seminar promoting  
diversity, equity and inclusion was led by the Jewish Council on 
Urban Affairs and a leadership development course was  
presented as part of the Nachshon Counselor Fellowship. 

At least one staff member in each eidah has trained to be a 
mini-medic liaison to the camp infirmary. They’ve completed CPR 
and Red Cross First Aid courses and will be responsible for collecting 
the daily COVID-19 health screening data.  

For the health and safety of our camp community, Camp 
Ramah in Wisconsin is operating in a bubble, with campers and 
staff remaining at camp with no summer visitors. So what about  
a day off for our staff? Roshei Tzevet (head staff ) Melissa Levin  
and Tobiah Markovitz are coordinating a variety of programs to  
enhance staff life in the Mercaz Kopin staff lounge and in the new 
staff café in the Levine Seminar Center. Days off and evenings will 
include in-camp getaway spaces for streaming movies, evening 
campfires, and more. 

We are thrilled to welcome our talented 2021 mishlachat -  
45 Israeli staff members serving as cabin counselors and educators, 
and as waterfront, outdoor education, music, sports, and dance 

specialists. They offer unparalleled opportunities for American 
campers and staff to get to know Israel through organic interactions 
and genuine conversations.

Enhanced Staff Experience

Staff Week Havdalah Mini-medics training with Ramah Wisconsin Medical Director Mark Drexler 
(Nivo 84)

Roshei Tzevet Melissa and Tobiah 

“I cannot wait to get back to my home away from home, a place that we’ve all been deprived of for far too long. I think for all members of the 
Ramah community, this summer will be one of healing and of joy as we rekindle our collective love for camp.”  – Avi Shapira, Junior Counselor



Introducing Shiluv – a new approach to inclusion
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Since 1973, Camp Ramah in Wisconsin has been proud to 

welcome campers with unique challenges and disabilities as part of 

our inclusion and special needs programs including Tikvah and 

Atzmayim. This summer we are piloting a new approach to  

inclusion known as Shiluv, (integration) developed in recent years 

in ongoing dialogue with camper families and experts in special 

education. Campers previously in the Tikvah program now  

live with their age group peers and spend most of their day in 

eidah activities. The Shiluv approach both enhances our camp 

community and significantly diminishes the identity of Tikvah  

as a separate eidah. 

As in previous summers, our Atzmayim vocational participants, 

high school graduates ages 18-21, are working five mornings  

a week at a variety of job sites with the guidance of job coaches. 

What’s different this year - since camp is operating in a “bubble” 

per COVID-19 protocols - is that our ten Atzmayim are  

working in camp rather than in the local Eagle River community. 

Job assignments include the camp kitchen, office, laundry,  

woodworking shop, and the new staff café. Todah Rabbah to our 

Atzmayim for all their help to keep operations running smoothly 

in this unique season.

2021 Atzmayim Vocational Participants and Staff

DRAFT CONCEPT

We are thrilled to announce that Camp Ramah in Wisconsin has been  
awarded a Yashar Initiative* grant! This generous grant will support our  
next capital project, the renovation of our central sports campus with a 

focus on accessibility and inclusion. This first design draft will be refined in 
the coming months. Fundraising for this exciting project is underway and 

the new central sports campus is projected to be ready for the 2022  
season. For details on dedication opportunities, please contact  

Sam Caplan, Chief Development Officer at scaplan@ramahwisconsin.com 
or 312.690.8332 for more info. 

 
*The Yashar Initiative is generously funded by the Harry and Jeanette  

Weinberg Foundation, coordinated by the Foundation for Jewish Camp.



page 8

Births
Zoe Georgia, daughter of Gil Pinsberg  
(Nivo 1992) and Toby Goldstein 

Shoshana Rose, daughter of Ariella and  
Marc Fiedler (Nivo 1998) 

Daughter of David Katz (Nivo 1998) and 
Amanda Russell 

Robert Jeffrey, son of Michelle (Steiman)  
(Nivo 1999) and Jordan Edelman 

Orly Bea, daughter of Jodi and Avram Fraint 
(Nivo 2000) 

Ella Rose, daughter of Ilana Dworin  
(Nivo 2000) and Alex Kehl 

Aviv Michal, daughter of Emilie (Botbol)  
(Nivo 2001) and Scott Berman 

Roey Milo, son of Avi Allen (Nivo 2002) and 
Sarah Gold (Nivo 2003) 

Lenna Jordan, daughter of Becky Eisenberg (Nivo 2002) 

Zev Eitan, son of Meredith and Eric Kirshenbaum (Nivo 2003) 

Yona Yehudit, daughter of Gabe Kravitz (Nivo 2003) and Dr. Yael Smiley 

Rose Mia, daughter of Dr. Benji Derman (Nivo 2004) and Dr. Becky Levine 

Leor David, son of Dr. Elan Green (Nivo 2004) and Shira Dickstein 

Ezri Oliver, son of Elena and Ben Heisler (Nivo 2004) 

Amitai Tzvi and Yonah Lev, sons of Rabbi Gita Karasov (Nivo 2004) and  
Daniel Buonaiuto (Former Staff) 

Elan Asher, son of Samantha (Kopin) (Nivo 2004) and Yoni Silverman 

Sophie Jane, daughter of Becky Wolf (Nivo 2004) and Max Jacobson 

Ezra Alan, son of Heidi (Zimmerman) (Nivo 2004) and Matt Simons 

Yonatan Coby, son of Tome (Allali) (Nivo 2005) and Matthew Travers 

Ezra Nathan, son of Jonah Newman Krischer (Nivo 2005) and Amy Krischer 

Lev Gavriel, son of Debbie (Sherman) (Nivo 2005) and Oren Rasowsky 

Isaac, son of Elana Abraham (Nivo 2006) and Josh Pomeranz (Nivo 2004)  

Miriam Ruth Violet, daughter of Amanda and Jonathan Cohen (Nivo 2006)  

Maya Jade, daughter of Carly (Cooper) (Nivo 2006) and Aaron Wolff  

Ella Sofia, daughter of Jenna and Jeremy Frankenthal (Nivo 2006) 

Asher Louis, son of Marybeth and Aaron Senser (Nivo 2006) 

Son of Rebecca (Elkayam) (Nivo 2007) and Mike Miller 

Levi, son of Hadley and Adam Parritz (Nivo 2007) 

Shira Yehudis, daughter of Arielle (Salsberg) (Nivo 2007) and Aaron Zuckerman  

Mia Brooke, daughter of Natalie Salzman (Nivo 2009) and Matan Yosef 

Jack Marlin, son of Jordan (Newmark) (Former Registrar) and Dan Wirt  

Engagements
Ali Sider (Nivo 2002) and Sanford Glass 

 Jonah Harris (Nivo 2009) and Maya Feldman 

Paul Sherman (Nivo 2011) and Kerry Honan 

(Nivo 2010) 

Edon Valdman (Nivo 2012) and Agnes Barroll 

Weddings
Jonathan Zimbler (Nivo 2000) and Lisa 

Schuman Jared Skoff (Staff 2010’s) to Karen 

Brier 

In the News – Congratulations to:
Rabbi Yosi Gordon (camper in the 1950s) on being honored for 40 years of service 
to the Talmud Torah of St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Brad Lippitz (Nivo 1978), on being featured on Crain's Notable 2021 Real Estate 
brokers list. 

Kim Gordon Frankenthal (Nivo 1981) on her new position as Afternoon News 
Anchor at Cumulus Media News/Talk WLS-A/Chicago.  

Miriam Ament (Nivo 1987) who was recently featured on Aish.com as  
a “Trailblazing Jewish Woman” for her work as founder of No Shame On U. 

Andrew Pass (Staff 1980s-90s), whose A Pass Educational Group, LLC,  
recently acquired Victory Productions. 

Rabbi Eli Garfinkel (Staff 1990s) on his new book, The JPS Jewish Heritage  
Torah Commentary. 

Mara Davis (Nivo 1993) who recently competed and won on Jeopardy! 

Claire Sufrin (Nivo 1994), co-author of The New Jewish Canon, which was named  
a 2020 National Jewish Book Award Finalist. 

Jill (Pessis) Smiley (Nivo 1999) on being named as a Magnus Health Frontline 
Hero for commitment and service to Rochelle Zell Jewish High School, Deerfield, 
Illinois. 

Miryam Raizen (Nivo 1999) on her recent performances with Colorado  
Hebrew Chorale. 

Sigal Samuel (Staff 2000s) on her new book, Osnat and Her Dove: The True Story  
of the World's First Female Rabbi. 

Dana Fine (Nivo 2001) on her new book, Quarantine Fosters: A Story about  
Quarantining, Fostering, Adopting, and Friendship. 

Matthew Levin (Nivo 2008) who was recently featured in Boston University’s 
Alumni magazine for his work with the Boston Red Sox. 

Rebecca (Nadis) Strobehn (Staff 2010s) on being named one of the 36 under  
36 by the Detroit Jewish News. 

Sam Orloff (Nivo 2015) on being chosen as a Gaither Junior Fellow. 

Samantha Brody (Nivo 2017) who was appointed to the Hillel International  
Student Cabinet. 

Are you on Ramah Connect? It’s an app for professional networking across the vast Ramah Wisconsin alumni base,  
reconnecting with old friends through the alumni directory, and viewing vintage camp photos. Join today to stay  
connected at Ramahconnect.com. Here’s an update from around the Ramah community!

Ramah Connect!

Welcome Robert Jeffrey  
Edelman and all new future 

Ramahniks! If you’d like  
a onesie for your new baby, 

contact Shaina Sugar at 
ssugar@ramahwisconsin.com

Mazal Tov to alumni Paul 
Sherman and Kerry Honan!
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Rabbi Gesa Ederberg (Staff 2019) on receiving the Louise Schroeder Medal of the 
Berlin Parliament for her “commitment to democracy, gender equality and peaceful 
coexistence in Berlin.” 

Karen Nochimowski (Staff) and her son Oren (Nivo 2021) for creating a free  
little food pantry in Chicago. 

Rabbi Aaron Melman (Rabbi-in-Residence) who was recently sworn into the  
Illinois Army National Guard (Reserve) as a Chaplain (Captain). 

 

Our Sincere Condolences  
To the family of Richard Rikess (Nivo 1980), who passed away in November 2020.  

To the family of Tammy Kaplan Pilblad (Nivo 1986), who passed away in  
January 2021. 

To the family of Debbie Frank (Nivo 1992), who passed away in December 2020. 

To the family of Jordan Feldman (Nivo 1992), who passed away in February 2021.

Todah Rabbah to camper Nava Herstein (top left), who raised over $1,500 in 
honor of her Bat Mitzvah using the give.ramahwisconsin.com/diy platform. 
She wrote, “Camp Ramah is the place where I get away from the stress of 
school and homework. There, I get to see my friends and the place I love.  

Art, sports, tefillot... I am never bored at camp! The relationships I have made 
at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin will stay with me forever.”

Kol HaKavod to Nivonim 1994-2013 volunteers who created 
fundraising pages and made calls to their friends last December 

as part of our first all-virtual Alumni Impact Campaign.  
Over 425 donors generously contributed $144,000 to support 

camper scholarships.
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Shomrei Ramah 

$150,000 and above 

Anonymous (1) 

Foundation for Jewish Camp and The Harry and  

   Jeanette Weinberg Foundation 

 

Director's Circle 

$100,000 and above 

2021 Alumni Impact Campaign (Nivo 1994-2013)** 

Harold Grinspoon Foundation 

Lorie Chaiten and Harold Hirshman 

Richard Warner 

Matthew Zell Family Foundation 

 

President's Circle 

$50,000 and above 

Anonymous (1) 

Crown Family 

Nina and Arnie* Harris© 

Susan and Marc* Sacks© 

Lisa and Adam Vales 

 

Rosh Aidah 

$25,000 and above 

Ann and Mike Hofkin 

Tamar Green and Ben* Hofkin© 

Jack & Goldie Wolfe Miller Fund 

Elyse* Rabinowitz and Jim Porter© 

Roselind and Sheldon Rabinowitz© (z"l) 

Charles & M.R. Shapiro Foundation, Inc. 

 

Rosh Anaf 

$18,000 and above 

Anonymous (2) 

Julie Strauss and Joel* Brown© 

Patti and Alan Caplan/Shalom Memorial Park 

Carol* Weintraub Fogel and Dr. Ronald Fogel 

Neera* and Michael Kaufman© 

Vered and Jeremy Kaufman 

Cyndi and Jamie Rosenthal 

Dr. Margaret* and Alan* Silberman© 

 

Northwoods 

$10,000 and above 

Anonymous (1) 

Anshe Emet Synagogue, Chicago IL 

Dr. Wendy and Dr. Howard Bach© 

Rebecca* and Wade Bacon 

Mary and Alan Becker 

Dr. Arthur Elstein© 

The Bob Feldman Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Dr. Lena and David* Kushnir© 

Wilfred J. Minkus Charitable Trust 

Robin Newberger and Steven Sacks 

Tamar* Newberger and Andrew Schapiro 

Nancy and Michael Schoenberger 

Phyllis Hofman Waldmann© 

Arnee and Walter Winshall 

 

Agam 

$5,000 and above 

Eve and Richard Biller 

Ellen and Yehuda* Cohen© 

Congregation Beth El, South Orange NJ 

Congregation Beth Shalom, Overland Park KS 

Dr. Nehama Dresner 

Beverly and Richard Fink 

Lisa and Todd* Fishbein© 

Sheila and Larry Gerber 

Brooke and Isaac Glassman 

Suzy and Dr. David Hakimian 

Dr. Sara and Jon Hoffenberg© 

Alison and Isaac Judd 

Marlene Kaplan 

Stephanie* and Dr. Kurt Kavanaugh© 

Deborah Rivel and David Levenfeld 

Gigi Cohen and Michael Levin 

JoEllen and Robert Lidov 

Naomi and Jason* Litwack 

Susan and Bob Mednick 

Liat* and Ron Meisler 

Harvey L. Miller Family Foundation 

Nivonim 1974 Campaign** 

Shira and Jonathan Oberlander 

Margie Pines 

Ayala* and John Podhoretz 

Dr. Bezalel Porten 

Resnick Family 

   Helaine and Howard Resnick 

   Harriet and Joseph Resnick© 

   Rachel and Ron Cooper 

Louise and Jerry Ribnick 

Mindy and Dan Ribnick© 

Aviva and David Rubin 

Lynn Barr and Marvin Rudman 

 

Jodie and Mark* Silberman© 

Idyth and Jay Zimbler 

 

Bet Am 

$3,600 and above 

Dr. Phyllis Gorin and Rabbi Morris Allen© 

Sara and Dr. Mark* Drexler 

Deborah and Gregory Greenberg 

Meredith and Dr. Benjamin Lewis 

Mary Ann and Joel Rich© 

Stacy Palestrant and Tomer* Rothschild 

Eric Siegel 

 

Northern Lights 

$2,500 and above 

Miranda and Steve* Altschul 

Heidi and Ben* Azulay 

Amy and Rabbi Eric Cytryn© 

Tamar and Jacob Cytryn© 

Marlynn and Rabbi Elliot Dorff 

Marilyn Ernsteen 

Fineberg Family 

   Maris and Morris Fineberg 

   Robbie Fineberg 

   Heather and Rabbi Jeremy Fineberg 

   Teri McGuire and Aaron Fineberg 

Glick Family 

   Andrew Glick 

   Nancy and Larry (z"l) Glick 

Nami* and David Goldenberg© 

Marilyn Karasov 

Sara Eisen and Matthew Levine 

Robin and Jonathan Parritz© 

Dr. Susan Feigenbaum and Dr. Jay Pepose 

Richie Rikess Memorial** 

 

Buckatabon 

$1,800 and above 

Anonymous (1)  

Mark* Altschul 

Dr. Deborah and Rabbi Charles Dobrusin© 

Karen* and David Ebroon© 

Judy Groner and Ronald Eisenberg 

Jeni and David Elyashar 

Dr. Julie and Dr. Michael Gideon 

Marjorie Goldstein 

Dr. Ranna Rozenfeld and Dr. Shane Greenstein 

Amy and Jason Judd 

Donor Recognition 
October 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021 
*   indicates Camp Ramah in Wisconsin Va’ad committee member 
** indicates my.ramahwisconsin.com peer-to-peer fundraising campaign  
©  indicates Legacy Society member 
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Sarah and Michael Kashani 

Rochelle and Dr. Steven Katz 

Samuel Lachterman 

Dr. Susan Goldsmith and Ira Lichtenstein 

Leslie and Michael Litwack© 

Deborah Kaplan and Michael Mnookin 

Keren and Rabbi Simcha Prombaum 

Randee and Robert Romanoff 

Paulie and Rabbi Carnie Rose 

Louise and Steven Schoenberger 

Michelle and James Seidenberg 

Phyllis Shalowitz© 

Dr. Sarah and Andrew Shulkind 

Sheila and Michael* Small© 

Emily and Rabbi David Soloff© 

Elise and Dr. Marc Swatez 

 

Kikar 

$1,000 and above 

Bobbi and Robert Aronson 

Laura* Elkayam and Rabbi Ezra Balser 

Talia and Dr. Adam Baruch© 

Lili Chester 

Deborah Shalowitz Cowans and Bruce Cowans© 

Ellie and Marc Fineman 

Barb and Andy Fishman© 

Judith and Marshall Flapan 

Andrew Foote 

Rabbi Betsy and Scott Forester 

Howard Frankenthal Family 

Sarina and Robert Gerson 

Madeline Gimbel 

Barry Goldberg 

Jodi and Adam Gruber 

Jonah Harris 

Yonina Eisenberg Havivi and Nadav Havivi 

Terri Krivosha and Rabbi Hayim Herring 

Nava Herstein Bat Mitzvah Campaign** 

Daniel Hofkin 

Lindsay and Zachary Kafitz 

Lizzie and Micah* Kafitz 

Dr. Hanna Bloomfield and Dr. Robert Karasov 

Briana and Gabriel Kopin© 

Dr. Cindy Reich and Rabbi Harold Kravitz 

Nancy Miller-Levin and Edward Levin 

Jane Lippow 

Bonnie and Dr. Lee Malmed 

Julie Rabinowitz and Gary Marx© 

Catherine Beard and Joshua Meyer 

Leslie and Dr. William Nelson 

Dr. Adrienne and Adam Rosenthal 

Jennifer Pehr and Jonathan Ross© 

Betty and Dr. Irv (z”l) Rozenfeld 

Tirza Schmelzer-Covel and Albert Schmelzer 

Elana and Seth Schrank 

Carol Ann* and Michael Schwartz© 

Renee Locketz Segal and David Segal 

Elizabeth Silver-Schack and Prof. Larry Silver 

Ellen and Michael Steinberg 

Roberta and Leonard Tenner 

Adina Allen and Rabbi Josh Warshawsky 

Naomi King-Smith and Todd Werner 

Betty Winer 

Radyne and Dr. Steven Wolf 

Rachel Adelman and Gary Zaidenweber 

Zeke's Monday Night Basketball Group 

 

Friends 

$180 and above 

Anonymous (3) 

Rachel and Dr. Andrew Abeles 

Howard Abrams 

Sarah Abrams 

Sarah Gold and Avi* Allen 

Sharon Benmaman and John Allen 

Tuvia Alon 

Elizabeth* Lippow and Keith Alperin 

Susan and Joseph Ament 

Am Yisrael Congregation, Northfield IL 

Jean and Larry Appel 

Lisa and Micah Arbisser 

Gladys and Yehuda Azulay 

Naomi Hoffman and Dr. Loren Bach 

Hillel Baldwin 

John Bayer 

Susan Behn Birthday Fundraiser Campaign** 

Kara Behr 

Karen and Dr. David Benson 

Alison and Josh Berdass 

Cheryl and Rabbi Ken Berger 

Fredda and Rabbi Mark Bisman 

Andrew Block 

Corine and William Bockenek 

Dr. Debby Duitch and Avi Brickner 

Karen and Marshall* Brill© 

Stephanie Brill 

Carrie and Adam Broms 

Ilisa and Michael Brown© 

Shirley and Jared Bryan 

Rabbi Lee Buckman 

Joni and Alexander Burgess 

Carol and Scott Burg 

Joel Caplan 

Jane and Dennis Carlton 

Nadine Cohen 

Aaron Cohn 

Susan and Kenneth Cohn 

Ellen Glick and Dean Conterato 

Emily and Marc Cortes 

Jana and Robert Cowan 

Dr. Ada Beth and Dr. Charles Cutler 

Phyllis and Rabbi Barry Cytron© 

Babette Levy Daskin and Mark Daskin 

Rebecca and Corey Derdiger 

Dr. Becky Levine and Dr. Benjamin Derman 

Talia and Ari* Derman© 

Debra and Dr. David Dobkin© 

Susie Drazen© 

Jaclyn Millner and Gregory Duhl 

Dr. Risa Siegel and Dr. Siatta Dunbar 

Michelle and Jordan Edelman 

Dr. Jacoba and Dr. Drore Eisen 

Mike Eisenwasser 

Miriam and Gerry Engelhart 

 Rabbi Shani Abramowitz and Joseph Eskin 

Jessica Ettinger 

Judy and Steven Feinberg 

Michelle Berkowitz and Samuel Feinberg 

David Feldman 

Jessica and Rabbi Jeremy Fine© 

Nan and Dr. Marc Fine 

Jennifer and Stewart Flink© 

Shelley and Joshua Fogelson 

Beth Fox 

Jenna Lewis and Jeremy Frankenthal 

Kim and Stuart Frankenthal© 

Sonya Frazin 

Laura and Rabbi Alex Freedman 

Alice and Dr. David Friedgood 

Jacqueline Wolff Friedman and Michael Friedman 

Dr. Robin and Dr. Stephen Garfinkel 

Bonnie and Edward Garon 

Jen and Yossi Garr 

Benjamin Gellman-Chomsky 

Beth and Gordon Gendler 

We are grateful for the generous support of over 1,000 donors since our fiscal year began on October 1, 2020.  
View a complete list of donors in the online edition of Machanenu Ramah at ramahwisconsin.com.
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Talya and Joshua Gepner 

Marlene and Herb Gerson 

Michelle Gilats 

Darcy and David Gilbert Burke 

Heidi and Howard Gilbert 

Scott Gilman 

Beverly Shapero and Dr. Daniel Glassman 

Tihela Feit and Josh Gleicher 

Nancy Glick 

Ira Goldberg 

Sheila and Joe Goldberg 

Dr. Leslie and Bernie Goldblatt© 

Leora Goldblatt 

Lesley and Matt Goldenberg 

Dr. Bonnie and Dr. Gary Goldish 

Tiffany and David Goldman 

Elana and Neil Goldsmith 

Laurie and Joel Goldsmith© 

Joseph Goodman 

Jon Gordon 

Dr. Paul Gotlieb 

Jonah Grant 

Rani Halpern and Joel Green 

Shaina Hinton and Jonathan Green 

Karen and Steven Grey 

Rebekah and Josh Grossman 

Orlee Tatarka and Yehuda Gruenberg 

Ross Guberman 

Tammy Halevy 

Dana and Jared Hall 

Ruth and Mark* Harris© 

Rosalie and Clark Harrison 

Ethan Heilicher 

Miriam Thorne and Joey Heller 

Billie and Simon Hellerstein 

Marcia and Paul Herman 

Leeatt Rothschild and Micky Hervitz 

Anna Grossberg and Jacob Hodes 

Linda and Michael Hoffenberg© 

Laura Beth Landy and Michael Israel 

Dr. I. Cori Baill and Dr. Daniel Jacobs 

Chaviva and Ralph Jacobson© 

Shanna and David Jadwin© 

Jewish Federation of Columbus 

Zachary Kagin 

Jeffrey Kahn 

Gregg Kammer 

Sara and Richard Kaner 

Dr. Michele and Dr. Nelson Kanter 

Micah Karasov 

Alexander Katz 

Linda and Allan Katz 

Rabbi Amanda Russell and David Katz 

Debra Glassman and Bob Kaufman 

Pam and Dr. Ronald Kaufman 

Dr. Robbie Kavitt 

Naomi and Seth Kennedy 

Serena Klausner 

Dr. Michael Klein 

Elana and Elie Kobrin 

Riki Konikoff 

Beth and Dr. Jeffrey* Kopin© 

Melanie Kovacs 

Rachel Kraft 

Sara and Richard Kushnir 

Helene Lehv 

Leslie Family Foundation 

Dana Levin 

Samuel Levin 

Asher Levine 

Michael Levitan 

Debbie and Gary Lindon 

Rabbi Laura Metzger and Hazzan David Lipp 

Laeh Litin Birthday Fundraiser Campaign** 

Jessica and Matthew Litwack 

Sara and Steven Loevy 

Arielle Kaufman and Ohad Ludomirsky 

Elisa and Dr. Steven Lupovitch 

Brendan Lyss 

Abby and Jonathan Maeir© 

Barbara and Sherwood Malamud 

Fred Manaster 

Debbie and Gil Mann 

Emily Silber and Danny Mann 

Shoshana Mann 

Suzan Sultan and Jeremy Mann 

Benjamin Meyer 

Terri and Gary Michaels 

Gretchen and David Miller 

Susan and Neil Moses-Zirkes 

Diane Lowenthal and Bradley Moskowitz 

Sheri Katz and Joel Mullin 

Dr. Beth and Ronn Nadis 

Daniel Neiden 

Roberta and Bruce Nemer 

Suzanne Neusner 

Natalie Eisen and Zach Newburgh 

Marissa Oberlander 

Marcia and Allen Oleisky 

Sandy Starkman and Larry Pachter© 

Sheila and Hy Paisner 

Eveline and Rabbi Herbert Panitch 

Ellen Sue and Dr. Jon Parker 

Tamar Rubin and Adam Parker© 

Amy and Dr. Dennis Pessis 

Dr. Benjamin Philipson© 

Lynn and Dr. Louis Philipson 

Caroline Phillips 

Rachel Pickus 

Cindy and David Pogrund 

Hannah and Brian Pogrund 

Sandra Pomerantz Reed 

Rebecca Portnoe 

Faye Pous 

Adi and Alex Prombaum 

Rachael Gray-Raff and Elliot Raff 

Yari and Kevin Rahmanim 

Anne-Monique and Edward Rapoport 

Marilyn Green and Dave Rebnord 

Elisa and Rick Recht 

Tamar and Joel Ribnick 

Allie Rosen 

Ann Lesley and Scott Rosen© 

Rebecca and Jay Rosen 

Sandi and Dan Rosenbaum 

Rachel and Charles Rosenberg 

Dr. Elaine Hantman and Dr. Paul Rosenthal 

Randye Rosser 

Matt Rotenberg 

Dr. Leelach Rothschild 

Robin and Rabbi Steven Rubenstein© 

Gabriel Rubin 

Rachel Fleischer Rubin and Dr. Avi Rubin 

Tracey Rubinoff 

Joshua Sacks 

Rabbi Susan Tendler and Ross Sadoff 

Annette Sandler 

Pamela and Cary Schack 

Robyn* and Benjamin Schein 

Marjorie and Bill Schlosberg 

Judah Schvimer 

Erica* and Rabbi Michael Schwab 

Marci Dickman and Ralph Schwartz 

Margalit and Nathaniel Segal 

Dani Segelbaum 

Lauren and Marty Segelbaum 

Adam Seidenberg 

Donor Recognition 
October 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021 
*   indicates Camp Ramah in Wisconsin Va’ad committee member 
** indicates my.ramahwisconsin.com peer-to-peer fundraising campaign  
©  indicates Legacy Society member 
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Randi Gideon and Daniel Sendlin 

Laurie and Mitchell Serber 

Hazzan Jodi and Rabbi Aaron Sered-Lever 

Madeline Shaffer 

Gloria Shapiro 

Kim and Greg Shapps 

Ilan and Cindy Sharon 

Laura Baruch Sherman and Charlie Sherman 

Jeffrey Sherman 

Hagit and Dr. Joshua Sherman 

Sarah and Jeremy Sherman 

Michelle Skosky and Bill Shulman 

Aly Sider 

Margaret Silberman Birthday Fundraiser Campaign** 

Gayle Silver 

Rachelle Simon 

Heidi and Matthew Simons 

Faith Roessel and Matthew Slater 

Dr. Jeremy Slosberg 

Susan Agate and Michael Slutsky 

Zachary Spellman 

Nori and Rob Spiro 

Gloria and Sanford Spitzer 

Danny Stamos 

Carly Steinberg 

Miriam and Morton Steinberg© 

Melanie and Dan Steindler 

Rachel Katz and Geoff Storchan 

Tammy and Michael Sugar 

Meryl and Jim Sullivan 

Dr. Linda and Rabbi Shelly Switkin 

Becca and Samuel Tatel 

Marianne and Stuart Taussig 

Elana and Jason Tennenbaum 

Gail and Joel Tenner 

Rachel Tenner 

Deena Tenzer 

Miriam Benson and Rabbi Jon-Jay Tilsen 

Cheryl and Steven Topal 

Kari Chester and Noah Trueger 

Helene Turner 

Unofficial Ramah Wisconsin Alumni Winter 5781  

Euchre Invitational Fundraiser Campaign** 

Elizabeth and Ira Ury 

Marci and Dr. Joel Vandersluis 

Abby and Vitaly Vorobeychik 

Leigh and David Waterman 

Naomi Weiss and David Weil 

Lisa and Michael Weiner 

Dori and Gary Weinstein 

Joan and Jerome Weinstein 

Roni* and Steven Weiss 

Danielle and Dan Weiss 

Deborah and Dan Werlin 

Dr. Mary and Dr. Louis White 

Gail and Dr. Robert Wilensky 

Carly Winick 

David Witten 

Mariel Gold and Aaron Wolf 

Robin and Dr. Clifford Wolf 

Robin and Mark Wolff 

Judy and Rabbi Carl Wolkin 

Amy and Jon Yaffe 

Lisa Cohen and Rabbi Jeremy Yoskowitz 

Mimi and Marc Yoskowitz 

Jonathan Zimbler 

Catherine Resch and Frank Zink 

Rabbi Elka Abrahamson and Rabbi Martin Zinkow 

Steven Zumbach 

 

Ramahnik 

Gifts up to $180 

Deanna and Brett Abrams 

Irving Abramson 

Joseph Abramson 

Mateo Aceves 

Jordan Acker 

Rayna Adler 

Adina and Adam Aft 

Leora Allen 

Max Alper 

Andrea and Daniel Alpert 

AmazonSmile Foundation 

Rachel Billow and Benoit Angulo 

Joy Argaman 

Cheryl Armstrong 

Judy Arnowitz 

Falan Austin 

Jeff Baker 

Devorah Lissek and Dr. Josh Barash 

Debbie Barber 

Etta and Michael Barry 

Christopher Bartels 

Laura Bechar 

Benjamin Becker 

Larry Becker 

Orly Bednarsh 

Susan and Stewart Behn 

Talia Bender 

Gila Hoffman and Asaf Ben-Gai 

Robert Berger© 

Miriam and Rabbi Arye Berk 

Sonia Berk 

Becky and Shie Berkman 

Seth Berkman 

Sydney Berkman 

Zach Berkman 

Zahava and Ari Berkowicz 

Emilie Botbol Berman and Scott Berman 

Rabbi Lizzi Heydemann and Henry Bernstein 

Roberta and Charles Bernstein 

Rita and Mitchell Berzin 

Jean Best© 

Robyn Weinstein and Edward Bettenhausen 

Tamar Dolgen and Sergio Bicas 

Rinat and Benjamin Billow 

Moria and Russell Bittmann 

Chantal and Ron Blaustein 

Erin Bleiberg 

Dana and Steven Blitzstein 

Samuel Blivaiss 

Chava Alpert and Michael Bloom 

Theodore Bloom 

Stephie and Andrew Blum 

Randi Blume 

Beverly Bochenek 

Michaela Bogner 

Anne Bonowitz 

Mindy and Armand Botbol 

Nancy Botkin 

Bob Bramnik 

Marie Breitenstein 

Sara and Richard Brener 

Ari Bressman 

Alyssa Brill 

Becky and Stuart Brodsky 

Mark Bromberg 

Raquel Brown 

Leslie and Mark Brownstein 

Joan Brunwasser 

Adam Budin 

Daphne Budin 

Jeremy Budin 

Marjorie Bundgaard 

Rabbi Gita Karasov and Daniel Buonaiuto 

Audrey and Netanel Burstin 
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Scott Burstein 

Sarah and Samuel Caplan© 

Rebecca and Dr. Steven Charous 

Dorit and Joel Chasnoff 

Rachel Chernoff 

Lorraine and Jordan Cherrick 

Michelle Chizever 

Susan Gellman and Jack Chomsky 

Jacob Ciuraru 

Mirra Klausner and Todd Clauer 

Angela and Tal Cohen 

Benjamin Cohen 

Dan Cohen 

Joe Cohen 

Rabbi Burton Cohen© 

Brenda Cole 

Marilyn and Stuart Cole 

Rachel and Michael Coleman 

Amanda Condron 

Liane Cooper 

Shelby Cooper 

Elizabeth and Mark Copelovitch 

Olivia Cornfield 

Deena Cowans 

Sherri and Robert Daniel 

Lucy Davenport-Broder 

Robin Davis 

Tamar and Ben Davis 

Samantha and Tom DeKoven 

Sheila and Stewart Derechin 

Yael Derman 

Hayley and Andrew Dolan 

Nicole and Dr. Ron Dolin 

Katherine and Matthew Doscher 

Jeremy Drazner 

Caroline Dreifuss 

Allie Hurwich and Brett Dresner 

Avi Edwards 

Ariel Efergan 

Arielle and Jonathan Ehrlich 

Rami Eilian 

Dan Eisenberg 

Debra and Daniel Eisenstein 

Guy Eizenberg 

Anna and Michael Elfenbaum 

Dena and Gary Elovitz 

Marlene and Larry Engelhart 

Robin and Jeff Estrin 

Caren and Lee Ettleman 

Gene Eydelman 

Carolyn Feigenbaum 

Krayna and Rabbi Charles Feinberg 

Cheryl Balaban and Michael Feld 

Carrie Fidler 

Susan and Arnie Fielkow 

Robin Fine 

Anat Reschke and Brad Fink 

Stewart Fishman 

Alexis Fishman 

Michael Fishman 

Alice Blue and Rabbi Marc Fitzerman 

Ethan Fivel 

Lilli Flink 

Beth and Robert Footlik 

Benjy Forester 

Shira Forester 

Jodi and Dr. Avram Fraint 

Laura Brock and Zeke Fraint 

Sara Frank 

Leonard J Frankel 

Steve Franzen 

Malka and Michael Frazin 

Harriet and William Freedman 

Silvi Freedson 

Aaron Freeman 

Diana and David Freeman 

Robyn and Seth Freiden 

Jack Fuchsman 

Eric Galante 

Nancy and Alan Gandelman 

Lynn Garb 

Minda and Rabbi Ronald Garr 

Anna Glassman-Kaufman 

Elizabeth Katcoff and Ari Gleicher 

Dr. Daniel Olson and Rabbi Benjamin Goldberg 

Deborah Goldenberg 

Sharon and Dr. Harris Goldenberg 

Debbie Goldman 

Aaron Goldmeier 

Ellen and Larry Goldstein 

Ellen M. Goldstein 

Shira Goldstein 

Laura Rabinowicz and Robert Goodman 

Dr. Michael Goodman 

Jeremy Goodman 

Judith and Michael Gordon 

Marlene and Samuel Gordon© 

Shoshana and Matt Gordon 

Pamela and Rabbi Howard Gorin 

Evan Gorstein 

Sari Grad 

Shira Dickstein and Elan Green 

Dina Greenberg 

Dr. Leslie and Daniel Greenspan 

Noah Greenstein 

Lindsey Groner 

Mark Gross 

Aviva Grossberg 

Lauren Grossman 

Molly Gruesner 

Natalie and Brian Gurin 

Helene and Mark Gussin 

Judy Gussin 

Avidan Halivni 

Dr. Rachel and Taylor McDowell 

Iris Harel 

Alex Harris 

Catherine Harris 

Laura Hawkinson 

Marion Hawkinson 

Michelle Minkus and Michael Heifetz 

Bobbi and Randy Heiligman 

Andrew Heisler 

Ben and Elena Heisler 

Elise Heisler 

Debbie and Jamie Heller 

Lory and Randy Herman 

Eunice and Bruce Hershman 

Olivia and Sean Herstein© 

Barb Herstig 

Stacey and Marc Herwitz 

Yonatan Hirsch 

Jamie Levin and Daniel Hochberg 

Dorothy and Harlan Hockenberg 

Jonathan Hoenig 

Aleksandra Treyger and Ilan Hoffenberg 

Lauren and Noam Hoffenberg 

Leslie Hoffenberg 

Barbara and Dr. Robert Hoffman 

Judy and Dr. Mark Hoffman 

Judith Levenfeld and Tony Hollenberg 

Alicia Honan 

Laura and David Honan 

Brad Hooks 

Anne Hope 

Elena Silberman and Steven Horak 

Susan Norwick Horrocks 

Donor Recognition 
October 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021 
*   indicates Camp Ramah in Wisconsin Va’ad committee member 
** indicates my.ramahwisconsin.com peer-to-peer fundraising campaign  
©  indicates Legacy Society member 



page 15

Rabbi Sarit Horwitz 

Tobi Cooper and Rabbi Daniel Horwitz 

Daniel Iken 

Lucas Isleman 

Dr. Sherry Israel 

Tanya Jarmola 

Aliza and Matthew Jay 

Jerilynn Jessel Heiligman 

Cheryl Silver and Aaron Johnson 

Suzi Abramson and Phillip Johnson 

Lois and Mark Just 

Eve and Steve Kafitz 

Benjamin Kahn 

Daniel Kahn 

Orlee and Jeffrey Kahn© 

Sandra Kahn 

Rachelle Kammer 

Daniel Kanter 

Gerry Kaplan 

Lauren and Scott Kaplan 

Phyllis and Sidney Kaplan 

Shaina Kaplan 

Margo Karlin 

Lydia and Asher Karoll 

Ariel Katz 

Benjamin Katz 

Eitan Katz 

Nechama Katz 

Sinar and Dr. Allen Katz 

Matthew Kavanaugh 

Fay and Dr. Mitchell Kaye 

Elana Elstein and Jeffrey Keisler 

Jennifer Sander and Michael Kirschenbaum 

Helen and Gary Klein 

Leslie Klein 

Sydelle Klein 

Mara and Mike Kogan 

Betty Kohn 

Phyllis and Maury Kohn 

Beth and Benjamin Kopin 

Brett Kopin 

Risa Hurwich and Michael Kopinsky 

Patti and David Kopstein 

Lisa Koch and Michael Kornick 

Abby Kozberg 

Dr. Jeremy Kraff 

Lisa Krain 

Marisa and Rabbi David Krishef 

Lisa Alter Krule and Michael Krule 

Alza Ktz 

Denise Kulpit-Garvy 

Judy and Marshall Kupchan 

Shuli and Noam Kupchan 

Paul Lagrotteria 

Lynne and John Lange 

Julie Lasin 

Danielle and Jay Lazar 

Susan Lazar 

Sheri and Steve Lear 

David Leibman 

Yvonne Lemunyon 

Andrea Leshem 

Marcy and Kenneth Levin 

Elana Levine 

Andrea Levitan and Mark Ellis 

Lisa and Jim Levitas 

Allison Leviton 

Sam Levitt 

Jayne Lewis 

Shari Lewis 

Shera and Michael Libraty 

Erica and Zachary Lindon 

David Lipschutz 

Avrom Litin 

Avrom Litin's Birthday Fundraiser** 

Laeh Litin 

Susan Livingstone 

Susanna and Timothy Lodge 

Ariella Rotenberg and Tyler Logigian 

Dvora and Eli Lopez 

Sheldon Low 

Evelyn Lowenthal 

Shirley Lowy 

Christine and Dr. Alan Lyss 

Daniel Macapagal 

Shira Olson and Scott MacPhee 

Suzanne and Howard Malmon 

Susan March 

Susan Balaban and Jeff Markham 

Jovialis Schwarz-Mason and Brian Mason 

Judith Mass 

Alexander Matthews 

Judy and Steven Matthews 

Anita Mauro 

Shari Cohen and Robert Mayer 

Allison Kamen and Michael McElwee 

Jennifer and Joel Mehr 

Elisa Rotman and Rabbi Aaron Melman 

Esther Miller 

Laura Miller and Ken Rosenstein 

Rebecca and Michael Miller 

Jacob Millner 

Matthew Mishkin 

Barry Mnookin 

Joni Crounse and Richard Moline 

Alison and Alan Molotsky 

Richard Morris 

Nathaniel Moses 

Rebecca Linfield and Leon Moskatel 

Lauren Schneider and Larry Moss 

Eden Muller 

Rena and Roberto Munster 

Sara Lynn Newberger and Barbara Levine 

Elisabeth Newman 

Kashmir Kustanowitz and Etan Newman 

Dr. Robyn and Dr. Mark Newstadt 

Tali and David Nole 

Richard Norby 

Constance Norwick 

Naomi Norwick 

James O'Halloran 

Elaine and Jeffrey Oberlander 

Martin Oberman 

Nadine Orloff 

Avram Pachter 

Dr. Sharon Packer 

Janice Panknin 

Rachel Zivic and Rabbi Micah Peltz 

Erica and Donnie Phillips 

Aaron Pickard 

Jane Pickus 

Marla and Al Plotnik 

Ellen S Pollack 

Hannah Porter and Marshall Pollack 

Elana and Joshua Pomeranz 

Brian Price 

Stuart Price 

Lynne Prywitch 

Elyse Rabinowitz’s Tennis Buddies 

Lois Rakov 

Rebecca Rapport 

Cindy and Max Rasansky 

Barbara Reinhardt 

Angela Reiser 

David Ribnick 

Abby Riskin 

Reena Benson and Martin Ritter 
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Dalia Robkin 

Michael Robkin 

Amy and Dan Rogovin 

Aaron Rose 

Ellior Rose 

Julye Rose 

Zakai Rose 

Nancy and Rabbi James Rosen 

Norma Rosen 

Carl Rosenberg 

David Rosenberg 

Marissa Schiff and Dr. Jonathan Rosenberg 

Melissa Title and Dr. Ron Rosenberg 

Susan Ticker and Henry Rosenblum 

Joseph Rosenfeld 

Cheryl Rosenthal 

Karen Roseth 

Larry Roseth 

Deborah Ross 

Marina Arutyunyan and Gabriel Roth 

Lisa and Matthew Rothenberg 

Raquel and Allan Rozenberg 

Amanda Rubin 

Karen and Russ Rubin 

Tammy and Joel L. Rubin 

Jackie Rubinoff 

Deanna and Dr. Perry Rudich 

Iris Rudnick 

Donna Rudolph 

Miriam and Michael Rudolph 

Rachel and Alan Russo 

Justin Saad 

Felice and Robert Sachs 

Steven Sacks 

Dr. Geraldine Keyes and Dr. Michael Safran 

Joshua Saidoff 

Paula Salky 

Karaleigh and Jonathan Salmi 

Elizabeth Salsberg 

Lili Samson 

Dina Mardell and David Sandberg 

Debbie and Geoffrey Sanders 

Michael Schachter 

Betsy and Kenneth Schack 

Deborah and Randy Schepis 

Jamie Cooper and Mark Schnitzer 

Jonathan Schrag 

Emily Schwartz 

Hillel Schwartz 

Raphael Schwartz 

Brenda and Todd Schwartzberg 

Lindsay Seidenberg 

Shoshana Sendlin 

Laurie Serber 

Elli Smerling and Andy Sevi 

Jeremy Shanas 

Alex Shapiro 

Yoni Shapiro 

Sammy Shefler 

Jed Shein 

Dr. Shelley Sherman 

Fran and Jonathan* Sherman© 

Julie and David Sherman 

Leah and Rabbi Philip Sherman 

Paul Sherman 

Brian and Katie Shifrin 

Dina Shiner 

Marshall Shragg 

Jeffrey Shubart 

Carol and Norman Shubert 

Vickie Shuchart 

Karen and Hal Sider© 

Marlene Siegel 

Diane Silha 

Renee Silver 

Joshua Silverman 

Philip Silverman 

Rebecca Silverman 

Samantha Silverman 

Samantha* and Yoni Silverman 

Sybil and Dr. Paul Silverstein 

Allegra Simon 

Karen Simon 

Lenore and Rabbi Mel Sirner 

Cheryl and Larry Sklar 

Eleanor and Louis Skydell 

Ricca Slone 

Jacob Slosberg 

Maynard Small 

Miranda Smerling 

Stephanie and Michael Smerling 

Tamara and Adam Smith 

Rachel and Jonathan Snitzer 

Laura Sobocinski 

Ronnie Jo Sokol 

Kayla Hammes and Ari Spector 

Ari Spellman 

Rachel and Howard Spiro 

Kira Spivack 

Julie and Michael Steinberg 

Shira Steinberg© 

Isaac Stone 

Lauren and Kyle Stone 

Adina and Ricky Straka 

Deborah and Harvey Strauss 

Rebecca and Zach Strobehn 

Jodi and Bryan Sugar 

Shaina and Brad Sugar 

Judith Hellerstein and Phillip Swagel 

Roxanne Kelber and Michael Tabak 

Katherine Talbott 

Marcia Jean Taub 

Michael Taxy 

Barbara and Harvey Temkin 

Sarah and Dr. Donald Temple 

Holly Tennant 

Matt Tepperman 

Thi Thieu Miller 

Lidia Turner 

Michelle Neuman and Rabbi Daniel Vaisrub 

Zahava Vales 

Joan and Dr. Joseph Vander Walde 

Ari Vandersluis 

Rebecca Vandersluis 

Sarah Vandersluis 

Richard Veden 

Bonnie and Garry Vickar 

Lindsey Wade 

Diane Jacobs and Jeff Walther 

Glenn M Warshaw 

Dr. Robert Warshawsky 

Tami and Reuben Warshawsky© 

Zack Warso 

Renee Wasserman 

Ari Weber 

David Weber 

Suzanne and Mark Weber 

Sarah Weil 

Avery Wein 

Sam Weiner 

Lottie Weinstein 

Marcia Weinstein 

Kathy Weintraub 

Rita and Josh Weintraub 

Donor Recognition 
October 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021 
*   indicates Camp Ramah in Wisconsin Va’ad committee member 
** indicates my.ramahwisconsin.com peer-to-peer fundraising campaign  
©  indicates Legacy Society member 
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Sherri Weintrop 

Marcia Rae Weis 

Marsha G. Weisel 

Karen Weiss© 

Patty and Matthew Weiss 

Tracy Wendland 

Debra and Byron Wieberdink 

Ruth Igielnik and Ben Wieder 

Renee Winter 

Joanne Wolf 

Judith Wolf 

Carly Cooper and Aaron Wolff 

Diana D'Angelo-Wolff and Joel Wolff 

Jordan Wolff 

Deanna Neil and Tal Wolfson 

Andrea Yablon 

Charles Yawitz 

Ina and Dr. Joseph Young 

Patricia Young 

Heather Fruen and Jeff Zacker 

Jennifer and Jeremy Zacks 

Rosanne Zaidenweber 

Lori Rosen and Mike Zeinfeld 

Rachel Zeman 

Yael and Dror Zetouni 

Leanne Zimmerman 

Molly Hoffman and Yael Zinkow 

Miriam and David Ziskind 

 

In Kind 

Factory Motor Parts 

Magid Glove and Safety 

 

Corporate Matching Gifts 

ADP 

Associated Agencies 

AstraZeneca 

Becton-Dickinson 

BlackRock 

First Eagle Investment Management Foundation 

Gartner 

Goldman Sachs & Co. Matching Program 

Google 

Grainger 

Home Depot 

Kirkland & Ellis LLP 

Magid Glove and Safety 

News Corp. 

PayPal 

Pfizer 

Salesforce.org 

Starbucks 

State Street Corporation 

Thrivent 

UMB Bank 

Yelp 

 

Of Blessed Memory 

We remember with gratitude the generosity of  

these donors who made legacy gifts in recent years. 

They will forever be remembered as devoted  

supporters of Ramah who helped provide an  

outstanding camp experience for generations of 

young Jews. 

Betty Benson 

David Berger 

Rose Choffnes 

Uzi Halevy 

Manuel Feldman 

Stanford Goldberg 

Evelyn Harris 

Myer Kripke 

Gertrude Lederman 

Wally Lelewski 

George Levine 

Edward Marks 

Roselind and Sheldon Rabinowitz 

Vivian Rice 

Arthur Salkin 

Leslie Schwartzman

Every effort was made to correctly list donor names. If you gift was omitted or listed incorrectly, please contact Linda Hoffenberg (info on page 20). 

Corporate Sponsor

Gifts of $18,000 and above

Camp Ramah in Wisconsin relies on the partnership and generosity of corporate donors each and every year.  
Corporate donations are recognized on multiple platforms throughout the year. Please consider whether your 
workplace or business can join the community partners supporting Ramah’s mission. For more information  

contact Sam Caplan at scaplan@ramahwisconsin.com or 312-690-8332.
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We both began our Ramah journey in 1961.  

I was a camper from 1961 to 1965 and Arona returned 
again after 1961 as a baby sitter and junior counselor in 
1968. Later our son, Brian, was a camper for several years.   

In 2004, Arona and I attended a reunion weekend and 
that’s when we “returned” to Ramah and have been  
involved every year since then. We have added to our love 
for Ramah by volunteering our expertise. I volunteered 
through architectural services to design numerous camp 
buildings including the Chadar Ochel, staff housing, 
Nivonim campus, Tikvah vocational housing, the new  
arts center and outdoor performance stage, the Tikvah 
moadon, Ramah’s Chicago business office and  
improvements to several other buildings in Conover and  
at Ramah Day Camp in Wheeling, Illinois. Arona assisted 
by volunteering with the Atzmayim vocational program. 
Just as Ramah has been a meaningful part of our past and 
present, we have made Ramah 
part of our estate planning  
so that the future of Jewish 
camping is a certainty.   

George Sarfatty

Miranda and Steven Altschul 

Ilisa and Michael Brown 

Dr. Deborah and Rabbi Charles Dobrusin 

Benjamin Hofkin 

Michael Sackett 

Arona and George Sarfatty

We gratefully recognize these new members of the Legacy Society:

I was 10 years old in Cabin 1 with Jerry Flanzer as my counselor. 
That’s me in the back row, third from the left. 

Arona is shown here on a swing. Esther Hankin, 
Arona’s mother, was a Hebrew teacher that summer. 



Declaration of Intent  
In the Jewish tradition of sharing our blessings, I/we take deep satisfaction in declaring my/our intent to help Camp Ramah in  
Wisconsin provide for the needs of future generations of Jewish children. 

 
I/We have made provision, or 

I/We will make provision to include Camp Ramah as beneficiary in:  

a bequest in my/our will   a deferred lifetime gift a life insurance gift 

through a trust fund and/or foundation   through a retirement fund 

Please add my/our name(s) to the Ramah Wisconsin Legacy Society.  
Print your name as you would like to be listed in the  
Ramah Wisconsin Legacy Society  
I/We do not want to be listed. 
 

Name 
 
Address 
 
City State Zip 
 
Phone Email 
 
Signature Date 

 
Please mail to Camp Ramah in Wisconsin Legacy Society, 67 E. Madison Street, Suite 1905, Chicago, IL 60603  
or email to LHoffenberg@ramahwisconsin.com.  
Please consult your attorney or tax advisor for professional guidance in this area. 
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Camp Ramah in Wisconsin and Ramah Day Camp provide outstanding opportunities for joy, growth, and friendship  
in a vibrant Jewish community of peers. Please support this meaningful mission – there are many ways you can help!  

Ways to Give

What will your legacy be?  
 

By including Camp Ramah in Wisconsin in your will, trust, retirement account, life insurance policy, or estate plan you  
will forever be remembered as a devoted supporter of Ramah. Please join over 150 Legacy Society members who have  

completed a Declaration of Intent and help ensure Ramah’s vibrancy well into the future! 

• Make a gift by check or credit card, one time or monthly 

• Make a gift of appreciated stock  

• Become a corporate sponsor 

• Donate through your employer’s matching gift program 

• Make a qualified charitable contribution from your IRA  

• Join the Legacy Society by completing a Declaration of Intent 

• Celebrate a birthday or lifecycle event with a DIY campaign 

• Donate a brick on the Nivonim walkway

And there are two new ways to give!   

 

 

 

               Donate crypto currency   Donate a car  

For more info, go to ramahwisconsin.com/ways2give  
and give.ramahwisconsin.com or contact Sam Caplan,  
Chief Development Officer, at scaplan@ramahwisconsin.com 
or 312.690.8332.  
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Boker Tov Machaneh Ramah 
Yomi! (Good morning Ramah 
Day Camp!)  

Finally, after nearly two years 
of waiting, camp is in session!  
It was thrilling to welcome our 
campers on the first day and  
I am in awe of our talented staff 
whose enthusiasm is contagious. 
There was a magical quality  
to the start of camp; a true 
  (shehecheyanu) .שהחיינו
moment, and I felt both  

gratitude and appreciation to be part of this much-anticipated 
Return to Ramah.  

We’ve reached this milestone after many months of thoughtful 
planning for a safe, healthy and fun summer at camp, guided  
by our Ramah medical committee, the CDC, the American 
Camp Association and the National Ramah Commission.  
And we’ve reached this moment thanks to the incredible support 
and partnership of our camper parents all through this pandemic 
journey.  

We are so excited to watch the summer unfold around our four 
programming pillars – joy, growth, inclusion and connection. 
We’re launching the Sha’ar (Gateway) Hebrew immersion program, 
and introducing a new Counselor-in-Training track for 9th and 
10th graders. And we are thrilled to welcome eight Israeli staff 
members this summer – our largest mishlachat (delegation) ever! 

As I write this, I can see campers trying out our new low 
ropes course and enjoying the oversized blue blocks, new swings 
and slide in our play area. The big news is our state-of-the-art 
playscape planned for next summer! Thanks to the Day Camp 
2021 matching grant made possible by JCamp180, a program  
of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, all gifts to the playscape 
project will be matched 1:2. We look forward to dedicating  
this wonderful new facility in honor of Lori Stark’s 19 years  
of leadership as Ramah Day Camp Director during the  
2022 season.  

Todah Rabbah to our incredible families for sharing your 
amazing campers with us and to the entire Ramah community 
for getting us to this point! I am grateful for each and every  
one of you and look forward to continuing to deepen the ties 
within our very special community. 

From Talia Derman, Director 

Camp Ramah in Wisconsin 
67 E. Madison Street, Suite 1905, Chicago IL 60603 
 
Jacob Cytryn, Executive Director 
Daniella Elyashar, Assistant Director 
Talia Derman, Director, Ramah Day Camp 
Scott Topal, Director of Operations  
Sam Caplan, Chief Development Officer 
Rabbi David Soloff, Director Emeritus 
David Kushnir, Board President 
  

For additional information contact: 
Linda Hoffenberg, Director of Institutional Advancement,  
312-690-8325, E-mail: LHoffenberg@ramahwisconsin.com 
www.ramahwisconsin.com www.ramahday.com 

Ramah Day Camp is a warm and nurturing environment where kids 
come to make great friends, grow socially, learn Jewish values and 
most importantly - to have fun! Campers entering kindergarten 
through 6th grade enjoy sports, swimming, music, cookouts, arts & 
crafts and so much more! Our Gesher program for 7th-8th graders 
and CIT program for 9th-10th graders ensures campers can continue 
their Ramah experience while learning valuable leadership skills.  
For details call (312) 606-0444 or email info@ramahday.com.

Ramah Day Camp Staff 2021!


