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Shalom Ramah Wisconsin Community,

Many times over the last two weeks we have asked ourselves, what is our role as Ramah
right now in the midst of what we are experiencing at this unique moment of sadness, fear,
and vulnerability in our lives?  What are we to do?  What can we do?  

Our initial answers continue to provide us some direction: we are a community that cares
about each other and opportunities to connect individuals, and for us to reach out
individually to many of our Israeli campers and staff as well as others currently in Israel,
are paramount.  So too are supporting other organizations and our local communities in
raising needed funds and standing together.

In the last few days we have realized another answer, one that feels increasingly
compelling to us:  Now, more than ever, the need for a community to be proudly and
joyously Jewish is clear. We take that responsibility seriously as we continue planning
for the summer of 2024.

With our hearts broken over the horrific recent attack by Hamas and the ongoing war in
Israel, all of us at Ramah are rededicating ourselves toward providing an experience at
camp next summer which provides for the well-being of our campers while continuing our
founding and unwavering goal to nurture in our campers a love for the State and the
people of Israel.

Our families can count on Ramah to provide:

A strong Zionist program, filled with fun ways to inspire our campers to
personally connect with Israeli history, culture, religious diversity and current
events.
Age-appropriate Israel education which will help our campers and staff better
understand the complexities facing Israel today from a variety of perspectives, 
growing in knowledge, critical thinking, and thus in identity.
Israeli role models, including veterans of IDF service, who can share their
passion for their nation through personal stories of loss and triumph, fear and hope.
Our holistic approach to bringing adult staff members to camp -
including, Rabbis, educators, and camper care professionals - who, along
with our young adult counselors, can relate to the challenges facing our
children in today’s world.
Activity, activity, activity - singing, dancing, performing and fine arts, sports,
swimming and outdoor adventure. Active campers are happier campers, learning
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important new skills each day in a safe environment that encourages everyone to
reach outside their comfort zone.
A joy-filled Jewish community of learning, laughter and fun that helps nurture
confident, proud Jewish leaders.
A spiritual Jewish environment where campers learn to embrace active and
holistic Judaism including Shabbat, kashrut, tefillah, and more.
Camper care support for a wide range of personal challenges and individual
differences.
Opportunities for new friendships, the hallmark of Ramah camping.

Ramah Stands with Israel

 

Messages to Israel

Todah rabbah to everyone who has sent messages to our campers, staff and alumni in
Israel. One of our staff members wrote this in response to your messages:
 

I just read the messages from camp, it was so emotional and made me happy to
read those! Alongside lots of staff that reached out. I am so grateful for the camp
these days. Right now in Israel everyone is trying to (kehilah/community) קהילה
keep the רוח (ruach/spirit) high and all the messages from the Jewish community
help so much. Send everyone my love.

 
If you would like to submit your own message, please click here. We will continue sharing
these messages as we receive them.

 

Ramah Stories

This week we're highlighting people in our community - a camper, recent staff member,
and an alumnus - who are using their voices for good

Gali Goldenberg (Nivo 2027) is raising
funds for Israel for her bat mitzvah project.
She writes: 
 
In January, I will become a bat mitzvah. I
have decided to raise money to support
Israel through these tragic times for my bat
mitzvah project.

Our enemies may have tried to tear us apart in 1973 and now in 2023 but that is not going
to stop us from continuing to fight and to stand up for what's right. We should all stand with
the State of Israel and send our prayers. That is why I have created custom yard signs
that say “We Stand With Israel,” and feature a picture of the Israeli flag in a heart. Even
though we are far away, having one of these signs means that you can show your support
and encourage others to stand with Israel.

Donations received from the signs will support the JUF Israel Emergency Fund, Magen
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David Adom, and United Hatzalah of Israel. If you are in the Chicago area and are
interested in a sign, please email Gali's mom Nami at nami.goldenberg@yahoo.com.

Drew Silberman (Nivo 2018) joined the
IDF as a lone soldier several years ago. He
was in the US when the war broke out and
quickly made his way back to Israel. Click
here to read an article about him and click
here to watch his interview on CNN.

Becky (Kupchan) Berkman (Nivo 2003)
is living in Be'er Sheva with her husband
and three young children. Click here to
watch her interview on Fox32 Chicago and
click here to read her blog about her
experiences in Israel.

Do you have a story to share or know of someone we should highlight? Email Ann Lesley
Rosen at arosen@ramahwisconsin.com.

 

2024 Enrollment - 
Early Enrollment Incentives End October 31

Sign your camper up for a summer of fun, friendship
and a supportive Jewish community today.

Enroll Now
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Dates & Rates
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We're contacting you because you have opted in to receive information from Camp Ramah.
Your email address is listed as annlesley79@gmail.com.

 
To ensure you'll receive emails from us, please add registrar@ramahwisconsin.com to your address book.

 
Having trouble viewing this email? 

To opt out of all of our communications, please unsubscribe.
Camp Ramah 67 E Madison Street Suite 1905 Chicago, IL 60603 (312) 606-9316
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