
William Faulkner, writing about far
more weighty matters, wrote: “The past 
is never dead. It’s not even past.” 
Acknowledging that the past shapes the
present and helps dictate the future, that
our institutions and we ourselves cannot 
escape the events and narratives which 
precede today, I want to try and explicitly
connect the two: where we’ve come from

and where we’re going. I do this at a special moment when past
and future collide, as in the fall I’ll become the Executive 
Director of Camp Ramah in Wisconsin: our third senior 
professional leader in the last fifty-eight years, stepping into 
the oversized and humbling shoes of רבותי ומוריי / rabotai u’morai
my Rabbi-teachers Rabbi David Soloff and Rabbi Burton Cohen. 

One of my former counselors at camp has been calling me the
amateur historian of Camp Ramah in Wisconsin for over twenty
years. For the most part, this is the stuff of trivia – one of my
hobbies – just of a Conover-ian sort. Musicals, Roshei Aidah,
which counselors were on what staffs, which campers were in
what aidah (and sometimes which cabin) – I’d suggest not getting
me started. My obsession with meaningless trivia extends well 
beyond the camp that, by middle school, was the most exciting
place in the world for me, the place I felt most naturally myself,
the place imbued with overwhelming possibilities and potential.
My passion for camp’s past – and the way it needs to inform our
reality and vision – has always shone through.

This connection between past and present is deeply ingrained 
in my personality: undergraduate major in ancient Greek and
Roman culture and literature; a lifelong academic interest in 
classical Jewish texts and their applicability to the world we live 
in and the worldviews we have; and doctoral research into the 
history of general summer camps, Jewish summer camps, and
Ramah in particular, with a focus on attempting to document
that the promises founding visionaries had in all three settings
have been realized. 

From Jacob Cytryn, Director

Over the last few years I’ve come to discover one of the great
challenges of loving to learn about the past and squeezing every 
last drop of knowledge out of it so as to inform my own life: the 
accretion of memory upon memory eventually creates unwieldy
and overwhelming legacies. This undermines the exact purpose of
why we study the past, namely to help us navigate the present. 
We must not only learn from the past but, like generations of Jews
before us and like we acculturate our campers and staff to do 
every summer, we must explore the past and find our own voice 
in literally re-new-ing it.

For us at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin, this challenge ultimately
boils down to one question: What are the core characteristics that
define who we are? Once that weighty and enormous question is
answered, “the rest” – to paraphrase the ancient sages Hillel and
Shammai – “is commentary.” In the coming year(s) I want to explore
this question with you, our Ramah community. In conversations
and in broader forums we will tease out this relationship between
past, present, and future in order to help Ramah Wisconsin continue
to provide a cutting edge educational and Judaic experience for 
our campers and staff that shapes and is shaped by each generation
of American and Israeli Jews. 

Before, during, and after the summer, please feel free to reach
out to schmooze about camp. As the new Executive Director, 
I want to hear and learn your stories, as they are as much a part of
who we are as my own. Most importantly, I want to engage in 
this dialogue that accepts Faulkner’s truism that the past is always
with us and that opens up new avenues for a future that is loyal 
to that past by being both contiguous and different.

Spring 2018
j”ga, chct

Check out our new website at www.ramahwisconsin.com to follow our blog, youtube channel and alumni 
updates and stay connected using the subscription center embedded in the footer of the home page. 
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Reflections on becoming Executive Director in fall 2018



2018 Camp Ramah 
in Wisconsin Sessions
For current 2nd graders: 
Ruach Ramah (June 24-28)

For current 3rd graders: 
Kochavim (July 10-23) and/or (July 24-August 6)

For current 4th graders: 
Garinim (June 12-July 9)

For current 5th graders: 
Halutzim (July 10-August 6)

For current 6th–10th graders: 
Full season (June 12-August 6)

For current 11th graders:
Ramah Israel Seminar 

For teens with special needs:
Taste of Tikvah (4 weeks), Tikvah and Atzmayim 
Vocational Program

In the Chicago area: 
Ramah Day Camp for children entering K-6 in 
fall 2018 (see page 16 for details)

New for Summer 2018!
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Live Outside 
the Midwest? 

Camp Ramah in Wisconsin
programs are available

to children of alumni 
regardless of current 

residence

Stand-Up Paddleboards!

Culinary Program in our new Teaching Kitchen!
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Planning is underway for: 
Family Fun Day in the Twin Cities – June 20

Family Fun Day in Chicago – July 8

13th Reunion of Nivonim 2005 on June 15-17

25th Reunion of Nivonim 1993 on July 27-29

Chicago Half Marathon/5K – September 23

Run with Rabbi Soloff! Join Team Ramah to receive a 
complimentary race registration and help raise scholarship 
funds for campers! Email scaplan@ramahwisconsin.com 
for more information.

FAMILY CAMP 2018
August 8-12 
Our popular Family Camp is now full! If you are interested in
being added to the waitlist or learn about Family Camp 2019,
please contact Robin Rubenstein, Family Camp Director, 
at rrubenstein@ramahwisconsin.com or call (312) 690-8305.

Tzofiut (Scouting) Specialty Clinic!

Sports Intensives!

For more info on any of these programs go to www.ramahwisconsin.com 
or contact Robin at Rrubenstein@ramahwisconsin.com or at 312-690-8305.
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From Jonathan Sherman, President 

Forty-five years ago, on a

cold winter evening in

Chicago, a rabbinical student

and his wife met for dinner

with members of the Camp

Ramah in Wisconsin 

Committee. Only 26 years old,

the student made an immediate

impression and was soon 

hired to lead the overnight

camp. That evening was the 

beginning of Rabbi David Soloff ’s service to Ramah as 

a director, teacher, mentor, and inspiration to generations 

of campers, parents, staff, and community leaders. 

Rabbi Soloff has dedicated his professional life to 

Camp Ramah. During his first seasons as director, his year-

round staff consisted of two people, one of whom was the

maintenance man. There were rumors that the rabbi didn’t

sleep so he could keep an eye on everyone and everything. 

He rarely, if ever, left camp during the summer.

Over the years, Rabbi Soloff guided thousands of 

campers and staff who came to Ramah to meet old and new

friends, explore their Judaism, study, worship, and enjoy

sports, theater, art, music, and dance. He hired talented 

year-round employees and brought together an experienced

staff that elevated Ramah as a serious educational institution.

Always open to new challenges, David helped make the 

Tikvah program an integral part of camp, ensuring that the

camp environment was supportive, inclusive, and fun. 

When Ramah Day Camp was imagined as a gateway for

younger children to experience Ramah, David embraced 

the opportunity. Today, with the Ramah camping movement

operating ten overnight camps and four day camps in the

United States, Canada, and Israel, Rabbi Soloff is recognized

as the dean of the directorate and the person that others 

look to for guidance.

For all his accomplishments, Rabbi Soloff does not seek

attention for himself. He speaks glowingly of his partnership

with lay leaders, alumni, and others in the community. 

He likes nothing better than getting together with Ramahniks

in person, by phone, and online. He is the first to wish 

someone a yasher koach for a job well done and the last to

leave a Ramah gathering (especially if there is schmoozing).

Rabbi Soloff will soon turn over the reins to Jacob Cytryn,

who will become Executive Director at the conclusion of 

this summer. Jacob is a ben bayit, a product of our movement

whose life has been shaped by his experiences at Ramah.

Jacob’s energy and intellect, along with his life experiences at

camp, make him the ideal successor to Rabbi Soloff. 

Jacob’s friend Jon Adam Ross (JAR) tells the following

story. “In 1999, when we were junior counselors, Jacob and 

I had a conversation about the future of camp. Jacob was 

always wanting to have conversations about the future of

camp. He told me I was going to run the drama program one

day and that I needed to have a plan. (I did not have a plan.)

I told him he was going to run the camp some day and that

he needed to have a plan. (He, of course, already had a plan.)

Turns out we were both right.”

On behalf of a grateful community, we say a heartfelt 

rav todot to Rabbi Soloff. Thank you for your many years of

inspirational service, and we look forward to your continuing

work as Director Emeritus. And Jacob, as Rabbi Soloff has

undoubtedly told you, yasher koach. The entire Ramah 

family wishes you well as you lead our institution to even

greater heights. 

Planning is underway to celebrate Rabbi Soloff’s 43 years of service in the coming year 
– details to follow soon!



Dedication opportunities are still available on the new Nivonim campus!

The my.ramahwisconsin.com site makes it
easy for anyone to support Ramah. We are
inspired by Bat Mitzvah Miriam Herstein,
who recently used the site to launch a 
scholarship campaign in honor of her simcha! 

Go to www.GivahCampaign.org to design your brick today 
and forever leave your mark at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin. 

Chicago volunteers

Once again the my.ramahwisconsin.com peer-to-peer platform helped make the Alumni Scholarship Phonathon a big success. 
Volunteers helped raise nearly $70,000 for camper scholarships! Kol HaKavod to the members of Nivonim 1994-2010 who made calls 
in both Chicago and the Twin Cities, and Todah Rabbah who everyone who contributed generously to help more children have a 
Ramah experience this summer.

Twin Cities volunteers 
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You Can Leave Your Mark 
on the New Nivonim Campus!

my.ramahwisconsin.com

For more info on any of these opportunities, please contact Sam Caplan, Chief Development Officer, 
at scaplan@ramahwisconsin.com or 312-690-8332.

So what can YOU do?
Are you running a marathon?

Marking a special birthday or anniversary?
Make it an occasion to support Ramah! 
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Looking back on the past 43 years, it has been and 
continues to be a wonderful ride for me personally and 
professionally.

My career to date has encompassed three incarnations of my
role with Camp Ramah in Wisconsin. In my early years, starting in
1975, I was a jack-of-all-trades. My only full time partners were
Toby Litin, our bookkeeper, and Rudy Turnquist, our maintenance
man in Conover. Everyone else was a summer hire or worked 
part-time during the year. With the help of dedicated volunteers
and similarly passionate part-time and summer staff we continued
to grow the camp, and by 1979 we had prepared our first long
range plan. 

I came to work for Ramah inspired by rabbinic and 
educator mentors who taught me their vision that Jewish 
summer camping and especially Ramah camping could be a
critical change agent for strengthening our American Jewish
community. As I began my work, lay leader mentors added their
equally powerful voices and taught me to run the camp like a 
business but stay focused on our Jewish education mission. 
Keeping our mission as the focus influenced most decisions along
the way as numerous voices pressured us to bring the magic of
camp to other institutions.

An early major step forward was convincing the Camp Ramah
in Wisconsin board to support my going to Israel to personally 
interview Israeli shlichim and recruit American university students
studying in Israel for the year. Prior to this the mishlachat hiring
was handled centrally by the National Ramah office and individual

camp directors only met assigned candidates when they landed 
in the States in June. My annual work in Israel also facilitated my
developing partnerships with a series of incredibly talented 
educators who became the backbone of our camp educational
team. My annual Israel trip also helped me strengthen my own
Hebrew language skills and profoundly enhanced my ability to
shape our approach to teaching about Israel at camp during the
summers. Following this successful experiment the other Ramah
camps followed suit, totally changing how we handled shlichim
and Israel staff recruiting as a Ramah movement.

My second career evolution was directing the camp with a
more complete, full-time, year-round staff. In the 1990’s we added
a business manager, an assistant director, a development director, 
a site manager, a support staff, plus a team of key educators with
significant part-time year-round responsibilities. This talented and
hard-working team helped propel the camp onward and upward. 

Along the way I have had so many amazing partners. The list 
of individuals is too long for this platform. They fall into seven 
categories: 1) the lay leaders who invested in me, inspired me,
worked closely together with me to provide direction and resources
to grow Ramah in the Midwest; 2) the gifted American and 
Israeli professional educators, artists, and rabbis who returned for
many seasons, took on projects each year, and nurtured Ramah 
engagement in their communities; 3) the senior rabbinic 
colleagues who took me under their wings and taught me about
the power of partnering with the Conservative synagogues and
schools of each community; 4) the national and regional Ramah
professionals from across North America who shared best practices;
5) the dedicated physicians and nurses who generously spent their
“vacations” at camp, focusing on the health of our camp community;
6) the talented undergraduate and graduate students who served as
counselors, teachers and department heads working directly with
the campers each summer. Early on I learned that the staff gained
as much as the campers did – if not more – from a summer at
Ramah. Staff education became an organic element of our work
and I worked with lay leaders to provide the requisite budget 
allocations to bring talented staff educators each summer; and 
7) the site managers and their close associates who have maintained
and enhanced our facilities at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin and
Ramah Day Camp, with a special shout out to the Merkel Family
and Randy Schelper.

I’ve been privileged to work with and be mentored by visionary
lay leaders who have served as presidents during my tenure: 
Irv Robbin, Alan Silberman, Mort Steinberg, Jeff Kopin, Arnie
Harris and Jonathan Sherman. I have partnered with these 
presidents on four long range/strategic plans. The planning process
engaged hundreds of stake holders, both professional and lay, 

Rabbi David Soloff, Mickey Friedson and Rudy Turnquist in 1976

From Rabbi David Soloff, CEO
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and produced the blueprints for growing Ramah Wisconsin 
programmatically, facilities-wise, and financially, including 
providing for organizational renewal and succession planning. 

Strategic planning paved the way for expanding the Ramah 
experience to include the elementary grades. Twenty years ago we
opened Ramah Day Camp in Wheeling, Illinois - a powerful
Ramah experience in its own right and a pipeline to Camp Ramah
in Wisconsin. Yashar Koach to our founding director Trudi 
Goldenberg Krames and especially to Lori Stark who will celebrate
her 18th year as Ramah Day Camp director this summer.

Strategic planning guided the expansion of special needs and
inclusion programming. The Tikvah program was already established
when I joined the camp, and I partnered with founding Tikvah
Chair Janet Robbin, and her successor Dr. Margaret Silberman, 
to grow the camper program and launch the post-high school 
vocational program, Atzmayim. I am grateful to all the talented 
individuals who directed our special needs programs, in particular
Rose Sharon and Ralph Schwartz, who have helped these 
programs flourish over the last 20 years.

As a result of strategic planning we launched Ruach Ramah,
Kochavim, Garinim and Halutzim – our popular introductory
programs for entering 3rd – 6th graders. We also revitalized our
Family Camp, a 5-day Ramah experience for young families. 
This August we will welcome 60 families from the Twin Cities, 
St. Louis, Madison and Chicago for a taste of fun, friendship and
vibrant Jewish living. Yashar Koach to Robin Rubenstein, who has
served as Family Camp director since 2010.

In my third and current role following my final season as 
director of Camp Ramah in Wisconsin in 2009, I transitioned to

Executive Director later termed CEO. Rabbi Loren Sykes steered
the camp through the turbulent years of the recession and when
the Sykes family made their decision to move to Israel in 2012,
Jacob Cytryn began his current tenure as director of Camp Ramah
in Wisconsin. 

My role became one of mentoring successors, overseeing 
strategic planning and strategic relationships, and collaborating
with the development team. I partnered with our senior staff to
build the Ramah Wisconsin brand through better integration of
our Camp Ramah in Wisconsin and Ramah Day Camp programs. 

While I have collaborated with local Jewish camp directors
throughout my career, it has been an especially important part of
my work in the last ten years. I am proud that in Chicago we have
created and nurtured a culture of collaboration among the full
time camp directors across our diverse community. I will cherish
the memory when, working with other camp directors and camp
presidents, Jeff Kopin and I arranged a meeting with Rabbi Dennis
Katz representing an anonymous donor to lay the groundwork for
what became the One Happy Camper incentive program.

Each year Camp Ramah in Wisconsin and Ramah Day Camp
impact the lives of over 1,000 campers and staff and their families
plus alumni spanning eight decades. Providing scholarships, 
developing innovative programs and maintaining first-rate facilities
has required a serious investment of donated funds, and I am
proud of the culture of philanthropy that has developed in our
Ramah Wisconsin community. We have campers who are choosing
to direct their Bar and Bat Mitzvah gifts to the scholarship fund,
alumni paying it forward through the annual phonathon, and
nearly 2,000 annual donors who are investing in Ramah. I am
confident that it’s an investment that will pay dividends well into
the future. 

It is now time for a fourth stage of my Ramah career.
As of October 1, 2018, I will transition to the role of Director
Emeritus. In this part-time position, I look forward to continuing
to teach lay leaders, collaborate with our development team, 
consult on special projects for both camps and engage with
alumni. I am so excited for Jacob to take on his new role as 
Executive Director and look forward to his leading Ramah 
Wisconsin מחיל לחיל – from strength to strength. 

Alan and Dr. Margaret Silberman, Dr. Jeff Kopin and Rabbi David Soloff
in 2008

Just as Rabbi Soloff has left his mark on camp, you too 
can permanently say Thank You and Yasher Koach with a
limited-edition Rabbi Soloff Tribute Brick on the Nivonim
walkway at camp.  Tribute bricks will be uniquely marked –
details are at www.givahcampaign.org in the Leave Your
Mark section.
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Introducing our new 
Director of Operations!

Alumni Spotlight: Ben Paley

In March we welcomed Scott Topal to 
our year-round professional staff as the new 
Director of Operations. Scott graduated 
Northwestern University where he studied
learning & organizational change and business
institutions by day and served as president of

Hillel by night. He has a longtime connection to Ramah, 
having spent five summers at Camp Ramah in Nyack as a 
counselor, s’gan (assistant) rosh aidah, assistant director of 
communications and program director – focusing on logistics,
risk management and operations. Prior to coming to Ramah
Wisconsin, Scott worked at Accenture as a management consulting
manager. There he led teams and advised global financial, 
pharmaceutical and government clients to leverage new technology,
launch new internal departments and improve operational 
efficiency.  We are excited to welcome Scott to our professional
team!  You can contact Scott at stopal@ramahwisconsin.com

We bid a fond farewell to Benji Bearman, who served as
Ramah Wisconsin Business Manager/Chief Operating Officer
since 2006. Benji coordinated our camps’ operations, logistics,
and finances, and brought increased efficiency to our infirmary
and food service. He supervised the work on our facilities and
led many significant construction projects including the
kitchen/dining hall complex and new Nivonim campus in
Conover, and similar projects at the day camp. We wish Benji
well on the next chapter in his professional life, and thank 
him for the important role he has played for Camp Ramah in
Wisconsin and Ramah Day Camp.

Attending a Ramah summer
camp is, for many, an experience
that lasts a lifetime—sometimes
generations. For me, a shy 
14-year-old with high-functioning
autism, the prospect of attending
Camp Ramah in Wisconsin 
so far away from my familiar
surroundings—a three-hour
flight plus a seven-hour bus ride
through the Dairy State —
was daunting. But if I had the
opportunity to speak with my
14-year-old self, I would tell
him (despite his screams) that he

would gain more from Ramah than any other experience.

And success at camp would lead to other important 
opportunities. One of those was a spot, fully funded, through the
Hillel of Broward and Palm Beach counties, to attend the 2017
AIPAC Policy Conference. I was taken aback by the 18,000 Israel
advocates all sitting in one room. Although I had been told 
about the number before, to see it in person was something else.
Over a three-day period, I would meet and learn more about 
a variety of topics related to US-Israel relations with some of the
18,000 advocates in attendance, including 4,000 college students.
One highlight of AIPAC: learning about other countries’ relations
with Israel.

Take E. Buckatabon Road and make a right on Ramah Circle.
What? Believe it or not, Camp Ramah in Wisconsin has a new
address! The interior road within camp, commonly referred
to as the “garbage trail”, has been officially renamed Ramah
Circle by Vilas County. Check out the new sign posted at the
camp entrance and make a note of our new summer mailing
address: Camp Ramah in Wisconsin, 3390 Ramah Circle,
Conover WI 54519!
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   In 1973, my colleague (and Camp Ramah in Wisconsin bunkmate in 1965
and 1966) Larry Sternberg and I were slated to staff the Ramah Seminar in Israel.
The summer before, our campers in Nivonim nagged us relentlessly to take them
to Eastern Europe and what was then the USSR so that they could see some of 
the roots of modern Israel on their way there. Being young and stupid, we agreed
to plan the first-ever trip of this sort, without any official imprimatur from either
Camp Ramah in Wisconsin or the National Ramah Commission.

Miraculously, nothing went too terribly wrong, and the next summer we 
were asked to expand this program, run it out of the National Ramah office in
New York, and open it to campers from other camps – all of which we gladly did.
Thus was born the predecessor of what became many similar programs: the March
of the Living, the Ramah Seminar in Poland, etc. The educational impact of that
first trip was so great, and so immediately apparent, that we were not surprised
when 25 years later many alumni said that it had completely changed their lives.

More surprising was the approach made to me by Linda (Lieberman) Bracha 
at a restaurant in Jerusalem in May, 2016, on behalf of herself and a small group 
of alumni of that first trip: would I be willing to organize a sort of reunion 
trip at some point in 2017? After a bit of give-and-take over dates and route, 
we decided to schedule this “reunion” for the period just before the High Holidays
in September, 2017. With an optional pre-trip in Budapest, the full trip included
Vienna, Odessa, Kiev, and Prague, and attracted a total of 18 alumni and their 
significant others.

We eventually found that we wanted to invite Camp Ramah in Wisconsin
alumni from the 1974 trip as well, in part because so many of the alumni from the
1973 trip were unavailable. The trip was a resounding success, because people came
infused with the same “ruach” they had as campers, equipped with the same 
shironim they used back in the 1970’s and blessed with the same spirit of adventure
they brought to the original trip. The accommodations were more luxurious, 
travel was by air instead of by bus, and the food was a LOT better, but the overall
“feel” of the trip was much the same. Special thanks to all who contributed in so
many different ways to the success of this traveling “reunion.” 

A Unique Reunion
By Tom Price

Front (from left):
Bonnie Katz, Paula Harris, David Sherman, 

Carey Wexler Sherman, Tom Price, 
Larry Sternberg, Carl Tishler

Rear: Norm Sherman, David Levenfeld, 
Gary Zaidenweber

Front (from left): 
Paula Harris, David Sherman, Carey Wexler 
Sherman, Mitzi Dunau, Michelle Schwartz, 

Linda Lieberman Bracha, Eli Bracha

Rear: Larry Sternberg, Norm Sherman, 
Larry Lidov, Tom Price

Reunion of Ramah Wisconsin Mishlachat 2000-2001
in Israel in February
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Director’s Circle
Gifts of $100,000 and above
Anonymous 
Rebecca and Richard Warner
Zell Family Foundation

President’s Circle
Gifts of $50,000 and above
Dr. Rebecca* and Daniel* Blumenthal
The Crown Family
Nina and Arnie* Harris
Susan and Marc* Sacks

Rosh Aidah
Gifts of $25,000 and above
Dr. Margaret* and Alan* Silberman
Dr. Michael Steuer

Rosh Anaf
Gifts of $18,000 and Above
Patti and Alan Caplan/Shalom Memorial Park
Carol* and Dr. Ronald Fogel
Beth and Dr. Jeffrey* Kopin
Mesirow Financial
Elyse Rabinowitz and Jim Porter
Cyndi and Jamie Rosenthal
Fran and Jonathan* Sherman
Karen and Hal Sider
Deborah* and Adam Winick
Linda and Al Winick

Northwoods
Gifts of $10,000 and above
Anonymous
Julie Strauss and Joel* Brown
Karen and Ethan Budin
Dr. Arthur Elstein
The Frankenthal Group Foundation
Neera* and Michael Kaufman
Jack and Goldie Wolfe Miller Fund
W.J. Minkus Charitable Trust
Nachshon Project

Agam
Gifts of $5,000 and above
Anonymous
Ellen and Yehuda* Cohen
Rachel and Ron Cooper
Dr. Nehama Dresner
Jayme and Gary Ernsteen
Beverly and Richard Fink
Lisa and Todd* Fishbein
Carol and Thomas Galuhn
Karen and Jay Goodgold
Kathryn and Scott Happ
Tamar Green and Ben* Hofkin
Alison and Isaac Judd
Faye Kroshinsky and Bennett Kaplan
Debra and Arnold Landis
Sara and Joshua Leslie
Nancy Miller-Levin and Edward Levin
Liat and Ron Meisler
Dr. Rebecca Schorsch and Dr. Scott* Moses
Sharon and Leon Oberlander
Linda and Richard Price
Harriet and Joseph* Resnick
Helaine and Howard Resnick
Betty* Rozenfeld
Andrea and Kenneth Saffir
Dr. Naomi and Jerry Senser
Esta Stecher

Strauss Family Foundation

Northern Lights
Gifts of $2,500 and above
Heidi and Ben* Azulay
Faye and Benji Bearman
David T. Brown
Esther Goldberg-Davis and Rabbi Alexander Davis
Gail and Jeremy Fingerman
Barb and Andy Fishman
Nancy and Lawrence Glick
Nami* and David Goldenberg
Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Suzy and Dr. David Hakimian
Ann and Mike Hofkin
Sharon Liebhaber and Rabbi Alan Iser
Chaviva and Ralph Jacobson
Judy and Gerald Kaufman
Ally and Jordan* Kirshenbaum
Dr. Lena and David* Kushnir
Lake Forest Bank & Trust Co
Elyse and Dr. Ron* Less
Richard Levitt z”l
Shary and Dr. Marc Levitt
Meredith and Benjamin Lewis
Naomi Newman and Jason* Litwack
Shira and Jonathan Oberlander
Dr. Susan Feigenbaum and Dr. Jay Pepose
Carol Ann* and Michael Schwartz
Willard Shonfeld
Jamie Siegel
Rubin Singer
Emily and Rabbi David Soloff
Arnee and Walter Winshall
Idyth and Jay Zimbler
Jonathan Zimbler

Buckatabon
Gifts of $1,800 and above
Anonymous (2)
Dr. Phyllis Gorin and Rabbi Morris Allen
Rebecca* and Wade Bacon
Sarah and Samuel Caplan
Amy and Rabbi Eric Cytryn
Nicole and Dr. Ron Dolin
Sara and Dr. Mark* Drexler
Michele Bresler and Barry Goldberg
Carol and David Golder
Mindy* and Jeffrey Gordon
Marilyn Karasov
Bryna and Rabbi Vernon Kurtz
Dr. Arielle and Dr. Victor Levitan
Leslie and Michael Litwack
Charlotte and Michael* Newberger
Randee and Robert Romanoff
Tammy and Michael Sugar
Elise and Marc Swatez
Karen Weiss

Kikar
Gifts of $1,000 and above
Anonymous (2)
Anne Opila and Todd Abraham
Shira and Rabbi Steven Abraham
Mark* Altschul
Oly and Gil Avidar
Linda and Eli Bracha
Tamar and Jacob Cytryn
Debby and Rabbi Charles Dobrusin
Karen* and David Ebroon
Michelle* and Jordan Edelman
Jeni and David* Elyashar

Maris and Morris Fineberg
Patti and Michael Frazin
Dr. Ranna Rozenfeld and Shane Greenstein
Jodi and Adam Gruber
Jonah Harris
Ruth and Mark* Harris
Lorie Chaiten and Harold Hirshman
Linda and Michael Hoffenberg
Sarah and Michael Kashani
Rochelle and Dr. Steven Katz
Audrey and Alvin Kaufman
Vered and Jeremy Kaufman
Courtney and Ari Klein
Dr. Cindy Reich and Rabbi Harold Kravitz
Marci and Norm Malter
Vicki and Gary Phillips
Jaynie Schultz and Ronald Romaner
Jennifer Pehr and Jonathan Ross
Rose and David Ross
Robin and Rabbi Steven Rubenstein
Arona and George Sarfatty
Michelle and James Seidenberg
Hagit and Joshua Sherman
Elizabeth Silver-Schack and Prof. Larry Silver
Marcia and Bruce Sklare
Nori and Rob Spiro
Howie Stillman Young Leadership Fund
Bobbie and Leonard Tenner
Diane and Richard Weinberg

Friends
Gifts of $180 and above
Marjorie Aaron
Rachel and Dr. Andrew Abeles
Deanna and Brett Abrams
Adina Allen
Sarah Gold and Avi* Allen
Sharon Benmaman and John Allen
Rebekah Hakimian and Stuart Almeleh
Lisa and Micah Arbisser
Vanessa and Rabbi Ari Averbach
Amanda and Berek Awend
Barbara Bach
Dr. Wendy and Dr. Howard Bach
Laura Elkayam and Rabbi Ezra Balser
Lynn Barr
Talia and Dr. Adam Baruch
Andrea and Larry Becker
Nancy Bellew
Alison and Josh Berdass
Cheryl and Rabbi Ken Berger
Eva Berger
Laura and Rabbi Jonathan Berger
Robert Berger
Dr. Micha Berman
Rita and Mitchell Berzin
Jerry Bexten
David Binstock
Marissa Platner and Eliot Blum
Mindy and Armand Botbol
Karen and Marshall* Brill
Carrie and Adam Broms
Carol and Scott Burg
Jane and Dennis Carlton
Dina and Joey Carr
Jan and Brian Channon
Shayna Cherry
Sheri and Neil Cooper
Stephanie Cooper
Rita Cortes*
Sara and Steve Coven
Dr. Ada Beth and Dr. Charles Cutler
Babette Levy Daskin and Mark Daskin

               
      

                        

Donor Recognition
October 1, 2017 - March 15, 2018
*indicates Camp Ramah in Wisconsin Committee member

**indicates my.ramahwisconsin.com peer-to-peer fundraising campaign

We gratefully acknowledge these gifts and pledges for the current fiscal year made
to Camp Ramah in Wisconsin and Ramah Day Camp since October 1, 2017. 

View a complete list in the online edition at ramahwisconsin.com
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Rebecca and Corey Derdiger
Dr. Carol and Dr. Gordon Derman
Talia and Ari* Derman
Debra and Dr. David Dobkin
Marlynn and Rabbi Elliot Dorff
Dena and Gary Elovitz
Joseph Eskin
Jessica Ettinger
Kitty Calhoon and David Ettinger
Julie Hirsch and Ron Feldman
David Feldman
Aaron Fineberg
Robbie Fineberg
Ellie Fineman
Teresa and Dr. Paul Finer
Andrew Foote
Kim and Alan Frankel
Miri and Barry Fredman
Sara and Benjamin Freedland
Laura and Rabbi Alex Freedman
Judith and Dr. Allon Friedman
Michelle and Arie Friedman
Gail and Steven Gales
Robin and Stephen Garfinkel
Shoshana and Andrew Geller
Talya and Josh Gepner
Dr. Betsy Gidwitz
Michelle Gilats
Scott Gilman
Isaac Glassman
Tihela Feit and Josh Gleicher
Sheila and Joseph Goldberg
Leora Goldblatt
Dr. Leslie and Bernard Goldblatt
Lesley and Matt Goldenberg
Sharon and Dr. Harris Goldenberg
Tobi* and Ken Gold
Laurie and Joel Goldsmith
Joseph Goodman
Leslie and Paul Gotlieb
Betsy and Pelleg Graupe
Rani Halpern and Joel Green
Shaina Hinton and Jonathan Green
Beth and Jordan* Grey
Karen and Steven Grey
Shira Harris
Shannyn Hart
Ellen and Jon Hattenbach
Marcia and Paul Herman
Miriam Herstein Bat Mitzvah**
Annie Grossberg and Jacob Hodes
Dr. Sara and Jon Hoffenberg
Daniela and Jonathan Hoffman
Jennifer Present-Hoffman and David Hoffman
Rabbi Sarit Horwitz
Karyn Hurwich
Shara and Rabbi David Israel
Daniel Jacobs
Eve and Steve Kafitz
Lindsay and Zachary Kafitz
Lizzie and Micah* Kafitz
Zachary Kagin
Jeffrey Kahn
Jennifer Cook and Randall Kaplan
Dr. Hanna Bloomfield and Dr. Robert Karasov
Amanda Russell and David Katz
Sheri Katz
Tamar Katz
Dr. Robbie Kavitt
Dalia and Brian Kirschbaum
Michael Klein
Dr. Michael Klein
Vivian and Sheldon Kopin
Rachel Kraft

Sara and Richard Kushnir
Samuel Lachterman
Geoff Rice and Daniel Lange
Norma Rosen and Samuel Levin
Dr. Susan Goldsmith and Ira Lichtenstein
Debbie and Gary Lindon
Erica and Zachary Lindon
Jessica and Matthew Litwack
Sara and Steven Loevy
Yael Malka-Loren and Daniel Loren
Diane Lowenthal
Arielle Kaufman and Ohad Ludomirsky
Paula and Dr. Albert Madansky
Louise and Beate Majetschak
Barbara and Sherwood Malamud
Fred Manaster
Manitowoc Jewish Federation
Danny Mann
Edward Marks
Julie Rabinowitz and Gary Marx
Hedva and Dr. Moshe Matalon
Omer Matalon Co-Worker Tribute
Alexandra Fidler Metzl and Joshua Metzl
Catherine Beard and Joshua Meyer
Marlene and Randy Michaels
Gretchen and David Miller
Nathan Miller
Jaclyn Millner
Ilyssa and Rabbi David Minkus
Sarah Cytryn and Gabi Mitchell
Deborah Kaplan Mnookin and Michael Mnookin
Barbara and Donald* Newman
Jodi and Gregg Newmark
Marissa Oberlander
Dr. Sharon Packer
Eveline and Rabbi Herbert Panitch
Tamar Rubin and Adam Parker
Rachel Zivic and Rabbi Micah Peltz
Christina and Joe Pennington
Hershel Perlmutter
Lynn and Dr. Louis Philipson
Rachel Pickus
Ayala and John Podhoretz
Hannah and Brian Pogrund
Adi and Alex Prombaum
Hillel Prombaum
Rachael Gray-Raff and Elliot Raff
David Raskas
Debbie and Oren Rasowsky
Marilyn Green and Dave Rebnord
Mary Ann and Joel Rich
Denise McLaughlin and Michael Robinowitz
Sandra and Dan Rosenbaum
Holly and Dr. Michael Rosenberg
Abe Rosenthal
Dr. Adrienne and Adam Rosenthal
Dr. Elaine Hantman and Dr. Paul Rosenthal
Lauren Rosenthal
Ariella Rotenberg
Jill Korey and Jonathan Rozenfeld
Rachel and Alan Russo
Rebecca and Rabbi David Russo
Yonatan Saadi
Josh Sacks
Rabbi Susan Tendler and Ross Sadoff
Susan and Rabbi Neil Sandler
Louise and Steven Schoenberger
Elana and Seth Schrank
Estherbeth Buchbinder and Jeffrey Schvimer
Marci Dickman and Ralph Schwartz
Lauren and Marty Segelbaum
Laurie and Mitchell Serber
Madeline Shaffer
Rebekah and Ilan Shalit

Orrin Shifrin
Debbie and Ken Shonfeld
Siatta Dunbar-Siegel and Risa Siegel
Jorie and Andrew Sigesmund
Tamara Frankel and Rabbi Zachary Silver
Samantha* and Yoni Silverman
Heidi and Matthew Simons
Dr. Renee and Michael Slade
Faith Roessel and Matthew Slater
Sarah Small
Sheila and Michael* Small
Jane and Josh Sosland
Mae and Mark Spitz
Cara Madansky and Mayer* Stiebel
Erin Levy Stone and Bryan Stone
Rachel Katz and Geoff Storchan
Adina and Ricky Straka
Shaina and Brad Sugar
Barbara and Harvey Temkin
Elana and Jason Tennenbaum
Tracy and Dustin Truesdell
Elizabeth and Ira Ury
Amy Yenkin and Robert Usdan
Josh Warshawsky
Frances Wein
Rabbi Aaron Weininger
Ari Weinstein
Joan and Jerome Weinstein
Naomi King-Smith and Todd Werner
Dr. Mary and Dr. Louis White
Gail and Dr. Robert Wilensky
Saul Winton Fund
Mark and Robin Wolff
Ryan Wynne
Mimi and Marc Yoskowitz
David Zacks
Rachel Adelman and Gary Zaidenweber
Rabbi Elka Abrahamson and Rabbi Martin Zinkow

Ramahnik
Gifts up to $180
Anonymous 
Cantor Nancy Abramson
Jordan Acker
Susan Adleman
Rochelle Adler
Adina and Adam Aft
Julia Allal
Leora Allen
AmazonSmile Foundation
Rachel Billow and Benoit Angulo
Sari Applefeld
Brandi and Daniel Argentar
Nehama Babin
Naomi Hoffman and Dr. Loren Bach
Florrie Barron
Ilana Baumwald
John Bayer
Sel Bayhack
Joan and Irvin Belzer
Becky and Shie Berkman
Seth Berkman
Sydney Berkman
Zach Berkman
Emilie Botbol Berman and Scott Berman
Rabbi Lizzi Heydemann and Henry Bernstein
Jean Best
Arielle Blivaiss
Samuel Blivaiss
Theodore Bloom
Randi Blume
Sam Botbol
Albert Boxerman z"l

We are grateful to nearly 50 synagogues and communities for their partnership and generous scholarship support.
View a complete list online at ramahwisconsin.com/synagogues

Every effort was made to correctly list donor names. If your gift was omitted or listed incorrectly, please contact Linda Hoffenberg (info on page 16).
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Elizabeth and Tim Boyle
Eileen Brajer
Richard Brener
Alyssa Brill
Stephanie Brill
Shira and Ross Broms
Raquel Brown
Joan Brunwasser
Becca and Rabbi Jonathan Bubis
Jeffery Budweg
Alan Bukingolts
Joni and Alexander Burgess
Scott Burstein
Deanna Burton
Mollie Flink and Steven Chaitman
Lili and Sheldon Chester
Michelle Chizever
Mynetta and Adrian Christie
Jaime Clarke
Benjamin Cohen
Rabbi Burton Cohen
Jonathan Cohen
Naomi and Robert Cohen
Susan and Kenneth Cohn
Brenda Cole
Carly Cooper
Jamie Cooper
Blaine and Jeffrey Coppaken
Rebecca Coren
Corey Cutler
Tamar and Ben Davis
Samantha and Tom DeKoven
Eitan Delrahim
Sheila and Stewart Derechin
Becky Levine and Dr. Benji Derman
Evan Derman
Yael Derman
Alex Dolin
Brett Dresner
Ben Edlavitch
Alexa Ehrlich
Rami Eilian
Dr. Jacoba and Dr. Drore Eisen
Natalie Eisen
Dan Eisenberg
Guy Eisenberg
Rebecca Eisenberg
Yonina Eisenberg
Mike Eisenwasser
Anna and Michael Elfenbaum
Susan and Jonas Ellenberg
Fran and David Elovitz
Talia Engelhart
Louis Engleberg
Marcy Horwitz and Steve Erlebacher
Lena Eskin
Marcie and Richard Eskin
Linda and Dr. David Estrin
Robin and Jeff Estrin
Seth Feder
Sarah Feiertag
Natalie Blitt and Rabbi Josh Feigelson
Jessie and Rabbi Jeremy Fine
Jeremy Fineberg
Andrea and Cantor Joshua Fineblum
Sheya Finkelstein
Roberta Fischer
Alexis Fishman
Ellie Fishman
Michael Fishman
Lilli Flink
Beth and Robert Footlik
Benjy Forester
Sara Frailich

Jodi and Dr. Avram Fraint
Wendy and Benjamin Frank
David Frazin
Aaron Freeman
Andrew Freeman
Robyn and Seth Freiden
Jacqueline Wolff Friedman and Michael Friedman
Eric Galante
Sari and Mark Gallagher
Minda and Rabbi Ronald Garr
Yaela Garr
Asher Gavzy
Hanna and Marc Gensler
Alla and Rafi Geretz
Steven Gershone
Sheila and Vern Gideon
Jessica Gimbel
Madeline Gimbel
Tess Glassman-Kaufman
Sara Glick
Karen and Kenneth Glickman
Ira Goldberg
Aviva Goldblatt
Dr. Bonnie and Dr. Gary Goldish
Lynne Goldman
Elana and Neil Goldsmith
Alana Goldstein
Shira Goldstein
Ariel Goodman
Dr. Michael Goodman
Hannah Gordon
Jon Gordon
Shoshana and Matt Gordon
Pamela and Rabbi Howard Gorin
Marlee Gotlieb
Abby Grad
Sari Grad
Elisabeth Green
Shira Dickstein and Elan Green
Deborah and Gregory Greenberg
Linda and James Greenberg
Robert Greenberg
Evelyn Gross
Laura Gross
Janet and Maynard Grossman
Rebekah and Josh Grossman
Orlee Tatarka and Yehuda Gruenberg
Helene and Mark Gussin
Judy and Zave Gussin
Solomon Gutstein
Lloyd Halpern
Maxine and Jacob Handelman
Iris Harel
Anna and Noah Hartman
Ben Heisler
Cheryl and David Heisler
Bradley Helfand
Billie and Simon Hellerstein
Gabriel Hendin
Janet and Dr. David Herbstman
Barbara Herman
Lory and Randy Herman
Julie and Jonathan Hersch
Eunice and Bruce Hershman
Olivia and Sean Herstein
Gwen and Scott Heyman
Shai Hillman
Samuel Hirshman
Judy and Dr. Mark Hoffman
Steve Hoffman
Terry and Allen Holzman
Kerry Honan
Max Horowitz
Eliana Horwitz

Tobi Cooper and Rabbi Daniel Horwitz
Allie Hurwich
Risa Hurwich
Ruth Igielnik
Lucas Isleman
Dr. Sherry Israel
Ann and Jonathan Jacobs
Dr. Becky and Max Jacobson
Michael Joffe
Roz and Gary Judd
Alex Kahn
Avinoam Kahn
Matthew Kahn
Rabbi Jane Kanarek
Adrienne and Brad Kaplan
Judy Kaplan
Lauren and Scott Kaplan
Stefanie and Robert Karon
Allan and Linda Katz
Ariel Katz
Karen and Dr. Irving Katz
Harriet Katz and Jim Remsen
Isaac Katz
Stephanie* and Dr. Kurt Kavanaugh
Peggy Marc Kaz and Sidney Kaz
Dr. Ilana Dworin Kehl and Alex Kehl
Shom Klaff
Carla and Tibor Klausner
Leslie Klein
Sydelle Klein
Karen Klingberg
Betty Kohn
Patti and David Kopstein
Louisa Kornblatt
Mollie Kozberg
Dr. Jeremy Kraff
Lisa Kral
Dr. Yael Smiley and Gabriel Kravitz
Judy and Marshall Kupchan
Shuli and Noam Kupchan
Jan and David Lasky
Susan Lazar
David Leibman
Dr. Elizabeth Edlavitch-Levin and William Levin
Jamie Levin
Jacob Levine
Shera and Michael Libraty
Tovah Lieberman
Gregory Linden
Devorah Zlochower and Rabbi Dov Linzer
David Lipschutz
Sue and Al Lipson
Eli Livon
Dr. Pnina and Dr. Marshall Luban
Jessica Lubetsky
Abraham and Sandy Lubin
Brendan Lyss
David Macknin
Mara Maddocks
Abby and Jonathan Maeir
Abigail and Justin Main
Dr. Lee Malmed
Suzanne and Howard Malmon
Rosalie and Dr. Rick Malter
Allyson and Andrew Marcus
Daniele Marx
Irena and Philip Matsuhashi
Judy and Steven Matthews
Shari Cohen and Robert Mayer
Shira Megerman
Jennifer and Joel Mehr
Elisa Rotman and Rabbi Aaron Melman
Jonah Meyerhoff
Rebecca Elkayam and Michael Miller

Donor Recognition
October 1, 2017 - March 15, 2018
*indicates Camp Ramah in Wisconsin Committee member

**indicates my.ramahwisconsin.com peer-to-peer fundraising campaign

We gratefully acknowledge these gifts and pledges for the current fiscal year made
to Camp Ramah in Wisconsin and Ramah Day Camp since October 1, 2017. 

View a complete list in the online edition at ramahwisconsin.com
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Jacob Millner
Barbara and Jonathan Minkus
Matthew Mishkin
Alison and Alan Molotsky
Neil Moses-Zirkes
Rena and Roberto Munster
Tamar Newman-Shapira
Kim Newstadt
Daniel Olson
Shira Olson
Harry Orenstein
Lucy Orenstein
Nadine Orloff
Avital Ostfield
Avram Pachter
Ari Parritz
Marilyn Peare
Katie and Zach Pellish
Benjamin Philipson
Joe Philipson
Marla and Al Plotnick
Robyn and Manny Plotsker
Emily Podgursky
Elana and Joshua Pomeranz
Hannah Porter
Menachem Portnoe
Elena Potek
Ethan Powe
Brian Price
Joshua Price
Isaac Pure
Kevin Rahmanim
Lois Rakov
Anne-Monique and Edward Rapoport
Jeff Rapp
Dorothy Reiff
Angela Reiser
Jessica Reiser
Frieda Reschke
David Ribnick
Jessica and Adam Rich
Cila and Richard Riff
Alexandra Zimmern and Jeremy Rosenberg
Allison Rosen
Ann Lesley and Scott Rosen
Nancy and Rabbi James Rosen
Donna and Alan Rosenberg
Dr. Jonathan Rosenberg
Ron Rosenberg
Shirley Rosenberg
Karen Roseth
Matt Rotenberg
Lois  and Rabbi Moshe Rothblum
Lisa Banoff and Matthew Rothenberg
Gabriel Roth
Karen and Russ Rubin
Marilyn and Dr. Gary Rubin
Sara Rubin
Tal Rubin
Amy Rubinoff
Jaclyn Rubinoff
Adam Rudolph
Jacob Rudolph
Abigail Russo
Felice and Robert Sachs
Jacqueline and Harold Sadoff
Judith Levin and Gerald Salzman
Aliza Sandler
Rachel Sandler Silva
Michael Sarris
Betsy and Kenneth Schack
Pamela and Cary Schack
Ruth Schack
Hannah Minkus and Joe Schaedler
Aliza and Ben Scheier

Deb and Jeff Schein
Robyn and Benjamin Schein
Deborah and Randy Schepis
Marissa L Schiff
Alieza Schvimer
Sharon and Richard Schwab
Dov Schwartz
Yizchak Schwartz
Hayley Schwartzman
Elena and Lauren Scott
Dr. Marcia and Dr. Edwin Segal
Dani Segelbaum
Adam Seidenberg
Lindsay Seidenberg
Deanna and George Seltzer
Shoshana Sendlin
Pamela and Michael Shalen
Jeremy Shanas
Barbara and Gary Shapira
Amy Reynolds and Benjamin Shapiro
David Shapiro
Gloria and Alvin Shapiro
Micah Shapiro
Mira Hart and Jacob Shapiro
Talia Shapiro
Alexa Sharwell
Sammy Shefler
Jed Shein
Estelle and James Sherman
Leora Sherman
Paul Sherman
Dr. Shelley Sherman
Naomi Shisler
Carol and Norman Shubert
Cyndi and Sheldon Silver
Cara Silverman
Jessica Silverman
Matthew Silverman
Philip Silverman
Rachelle Simon
Dr. Sara and Rabbi Matthew Simon
Rebeccah Singer
Lenore and Rabbi Mel Sirner
Eleanor and Louis Skydell
Cori Sloan
Dr. Jeremy Slosberg
Lora Slutsky
Mary and Marshall Small
Maynard Small
Jill and Jeremy Smiley
Michelle Wasserman and David Smith
Julian Snow
Danya Snyder
Devora Snyder
Justin Snyder
Zachary Spellman
Debra and Joel Spigel
Gloria and Sanford Spitzer
Danny Stamos
Valerie Stark
Avi Stein
Cydney Stein
Christy and Sandford Steinberg
Laura Patterson and Joel Steinberg
Melanie and Dan Steindler
Leah and Tom Steuer
Kyle Stone
Deborah and Harvey Strauss
Dr. Linda and Rabbi Shelly Switkin
Roxanne Kelber and Michael Tabak
Daniel Taxy
Karin Klein and Joel Teibloom
Emma Eisemann and Eli Temkin
Miriam Thorne
Miriam Benson and Rabbi Jon Tilsen

Sarah Ungerman
Ari Vandersluis
Marci and Dr. Joel Vandersluis
Rebecca Vandersluis
Joan and Dr. Joseph Vander Walde
Dr. Janna and Bryan Villano
Juliet Spitzer and Philip Wachs
Aviva and Michael Waitz
Phyllis Hofman Waldmann* and Otto Waldmann
Barbara and Mitchell Wand
Everett Ward
Glenn Warshaw
Dr. Robert Warshawsky
Leigh and David Waterman
Maxima and Rabbi Burton Wax
Avery Wein
Lisa and Michael Weiner
Sam Weiner
Aliza and Stuart Weinstock
Rita and Josh Weintraub
Janice and Richard Weisman
Dan Weiss
Shira and Cobi Weissbach
Deborah and Daniel Werlin
Joshua Wert
Judy Herbstman and Josh Werthheimer
Betty Winer
Sari and Mark Winick
Hilary Wiseman
Danielle Wolf
Judith Wolf
Robin and Dr. Clifford Wolf
Dr. Toni Ellis Wolf
Amy and Jonathan Yaffe
Ina and Dr. Joseph Young
Jennifer and Jeremy Zacks
Audrey and Sahar Zada
Jodie Zalk
Jane and Ed Zeman
Molly Hoffman and Yael Zinkow
Miriam and David Ziskind

We recognize with gratitude the establishment of The
Arthur S. and Rochelle S. Elstein Educational Endowment.

In Kind Gifts
Liquid Screen Design ( Bryan Goltzman)
Salesforce.org
Sarfatty Associates Ltd. 
Greg Shapps Photography
Vedder Price P.C. (Daniel Lange)

Corporate Matching Gifts
21st Century Fox
AT&T
BD
Bank of America
The Boeing Company
Harris & Harris
Hearst
Grainger
News Corp
Salesforce.org
Target Corporation
TransUnion

We are grateful to nearly 50 synagogues and communities for their partnership and generous scholarship support.
View a complete list online at ramahwisconsin.com/synagogues

Every effort was made to correctly list donor names. If your gift was omitted or listed incorrectly, please contact Linda Hoffenberg (info on page 18).

We thank these Corporate Donors
from October 1, 2017 – March 15, 2018  

Harris & Harris Ltd.
Lake Forester Bank & Trust Company

Mesirow Financial



page 14

Alumni and  

Stay connected! “Like” Camp Ramah in Wisconsin and Ramah Day Camp          

Left: Ramah Wisconsin representatives at the Weinstein Institute, 
the National Ramah Winter Leadership Training Conference held in 
January in Ojai, California. The 110 attendees included camp directors, 
senior counselors, Roshei Aidah, Ramah Service Corps Fellows, and 
Tikvah staff members.

Get a onesie for your Future
Ramahnik by sending an email 

to Robin at 
rrubenstein@ramahwisconsin.com!

We had a blast at the Twin Cities
Ramah Event in November featuring

musician Josh Warshawsky! 

Wisconsin Ramahniks joined hundreds of enthusiastic educators, songleaders
and clergy in immersive and inspirational workshops, prayer and song 

sessions at Songleader Boot Camp 2018 in St. Louis in February. 

The rain didn’t dampen the spirits at the Ramah Wisconsin 
alumni Sukkot dinner in New York! 

Below: Ramah Wisconsin participants in Tichon Ramah Yerushalayim (TRY), Ramah’s high school program in Israel. From left: Aryeh Rubin, 
Elias Bier and Levi Rose with Director Jacob Cytryn, Ramah Wisconsin and TRY staff member Liza Bernstein, and Aliza Grabin, 

former Ramah Wisconsin Mishlachat member and current TRY Associate Director.
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  Community Events

           on Facebook and follow @ramahwisconsin on Instagram and Twitter. 

Ramah Wisconsin’s 
representatives at 
the February Ramah
Shabbaton in Israel,
which brought together
North American staff, 
Israeli shlichim, leaders 
of Ramah Israel programs,
and Ramah directors. 

Campers and their families
had a great time at the 
Ramah Shabbaton in Des
Moines in February 



Legacy Society Members
Anonymous (7)
Shira and Rabbi Steven 

Abraham
Sally and Michael Abrams
William Agress
Dr. Phyllis Gorin and 

Rabbi Morris Allen
Abby and Sheldon Badzin
Faye and Benji Bearman
Betty Benson (z”l)
Harold P. Benson
Miriam and Dan Berger
Robert M. Berger
Jean Best
Marilyn Blonsky
Cookie Feldman Bloom
Karen and Marshall Brill
Julie Strauss and Joel Brown 
Elizabeth Holtzman and
David Bubis
F. Bruce Cohen
Roberta (z”l) and 

Rabbi Burton Cohen

Sarah Bierman and 
Rabbi Joshua Cohen

Ellen and Yehuda Cohen
Margaret and Lee Cohn
Debby z”l and Gary Cortes
Rita M. Cortes
Deborah Shalowitz Cowans 

and Bruce Cowans
Tamar and Jacob Cytryn
Evan Dreifuss
Dr. Arthur Elstein
Emanuel Feldman
Naomi and Julian Fisher
Jennifer and Stewart Flink
Kim and Alan Frankel
Kim and Stuart Frankenthal
Charlotte Singer Gelfand
Marvell Ginsburg (z”l)
Leslie and Bernie Goldblatt
Nami and David Goldenberg
Laurie and Joel Goldsmith
Marlene and Sam Gordon
Mindy and Jeffrey Gordon
Rabbi Yosi Gordon

page 16

“Are we being good ancestors?” 
Jonas Salk

My husband Michael and I are blessed with three sons,

three wonderful daughters-in-law and eight amazing 

grandchildren. In our role as the “oldest generation” of this

clan, we’ve been talking about how best to share our value 

of tzedakah in a meaningful way. What can we do in our 

lifetime? What provisions can we make now that will 

have meaning in the future? In short, how can we be 

good ancestors?

A few months ago we told our grandchildren that they

could each pick an organization they’d like to support, 

and we would make a donation in their honor in celebration

of Hanukkah. We were so proud that they responded with

generosity and in a thoughtful, caring way. They chose 

organizations doing important work in the U.S., Israel, 

and around the world.

One of our grandsons told us he wanted the contribution

in his honor to be directed to the Ramah Scholarship Fund 

so “everyone can come to camp.” As a Ramah alumna 

and longtime member of the year-round staff, this especially

touched my heart.

Michael and I find it very meaningful that we can help

“everyone come to camp” for generations to come by 

making a provision for Camp Ramah in Wisconsin in our 

estate plan. We hope you will consider joining us as 

members of the Legacy Society. Together we’ll help provide

an outstanding camp experience for future campers and 

forever be remembered as devoted Ramah supporters. 

And we’ll be good ancestors too.          — Linda Hoffenberg

Hoffenberg cousins at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin last summer



Harold Grinspoon
Evelyn Gross
Michal and Uzi (z”l) Halevy
Evelyn Harris (z”l)
Nina and Arnie Harris
Ruth and Mark Harris
Linda and Michael Hoffenberg
Sara and Jon Hoffenberg
Vivian and Ralph Jacobson
Shanna Baumgarten Jadwin
Camille and Rabbi Rob Kahn
Orlee and Jeffrey Kahn
Beth and Dr. Jeff Kopin
Gabriel Kopin
Rabbi Myer Kripke (z”l)
Dr. Lena and David Kushnir
Elyse and Dr. Ron Less
Madalyn (z”l) and Robert Less
Renee and George (z”l) Levine
Shary and Marc Levitt
Leslie and Michael Litwack
Abby and Jonathan Maeir
Arthur and Lois Marc (z”l)

Adam Margolis
Edward and Roslyn (z”l) Marks
Julie Rabinowitz and 

Gary Marx
Judy and Harvey Medress
Judy Teibloom Mishkin and 

Larry Mishkin
Dr. Rebecca Schorsch and 

Dr. Scott Moses
Barbara and Donald Newman
Barrie and Steve Orloff
Sandy Starkman and 

Larry Pachter
Tamar Rubin and Adam Parker
Jon and Robin Parritz
Dana Yugend-Pepper and 

Larry Pepper
Benjamin Philipson
Roselind and Sheldon 

Rabinowitz
Lisa and Mark Ratner
Harriet and Joseph Resnick
Mindy and Dan Ribnick
Mary and Joel Rich

Jaynie Schultz and 
Ron Romaner

Ann Lesley and Scott Rosen
Shari (z”l) and Dr. Herbert 

Rosen
Jonathan Adam Ross
Dena (z”l) and Fred Rothschild
Betty and Dr. Irving (z”l) 

Rozenfeld
Robin and Rabbi Steven 

Rubenstein
Susan and Marc Sacks
Martha and Arthur Salkin
Louise and Steven 

Schoenberger
Carol Ann and Michael 

Schwartz
Phyllis and Sidney (z”l) 

Shalowitz
Lori Stark and Dr. David 

Shapiro
Fran and Jonathan Sherman
Karen and Hal Sider

Dr. Margaret and Alan 
Silberman

Sarah Small
Sheila and Michael Small
Emily and Rabbi David Soloff
Melissa and Marc Spellman
Adam Steinberg
Miriam and Morton Steinberg
Mayer Stiebel
Richard and Alice Stiebel
Rebecca and Rabbi Loren 

Sykes
Anna Tarkoff
Lisa and Steven Tenzer
Phyllis Hofman Waldmann
Joshua Warshawsky
Tami and Reuben Warshawsky
Richard D. Weiner
Debbie and Adam Winick
David Wolkin

Declaration of Intent
In the Jewish tradition of sharing our blessings, I/we take deep satisfaction in declaring my/our intent to help Camp Ramah in 
Wisconsin provide for the needs of future generations of Jewish children.

I/We have made provision, or

I/We will make provision to include Camp Ramah as beneficiary in: 

a bequest in my/our will a deferred lifetime gift a life insurance gift

through a trust fund and/or foundation through a retirement fund

Please add my/our name(s) to the Ramah Wisconsin Legacy Society.

Print your name as you would like to be listed in the 
Ramah Wisconsin Legacy Society

I/We do not want to be listed.

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone Email

Signature Date

Please fax to 312.606.7136 or mail to: Camp Ramah in Wisconsin, Legacy Society, 65 East Wacker Place # 1200, Chicago IL 60601

Please consult your attorney or tax advisor for professional guidance in this area.

For additional information contact Linda Hoffenberg, Director of Institutional Advancement, at 312.606.9316 ext. 225 or 
LHoffenberg@ramahwisconsin.com

page 17



Ramah Day Camp is a warm and nurturing environment where 
kids come to make great friends, grow socially, learn Jewish values
and most importantly - to have fun! Campers entering kindergarten
through sixth grade enjoy sports, swimming, music, cookouts, 
arts & crafts and so much more! 

Chicago area campers entering grades 3-6 can experience both Ramah
Day Camp and Camp Ramah in Wisconsin in one summer at special
rates! Ruach Ramah offers entering 3rd graders a 5-day taste of the
overnight camp experience. Kochavim offers entering 4th graders the 
opportunity to spend twelve action-packed days at Camp Ramah in 
Wisconsin and the rest of the summer at Ramah Day Camp. 
Two sessions are available. Garinim (for entering 5th graders) and 
Halutzim (for entering 6th graders) offer four weeks at Ramah Day
Camp and four weeks at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin.

For details call (312) 606-0444 or email info@ramahday.com. 

Camp Ramah in Wisconsin
65 E. Wacker Place, Suite 1200, Chicago IL 60601

Rabbi David Soloff, Chief Executive Officer
Jacob Cytryn, Director, Camp Ramah in Wisconsin
Adina Allen, Assistant Director
Lori Stark, Director, Ramah Day Camp
Scott Topal, Director of Operations 
Sam Caplan, Chief Development Officer
Jonathan Sherman, President

For additional information contact:
Linda Hoffenberg, Director of Institutional Advancement, 
312-690-8325, E-mail: LHoffenberg@ramahwisconsin.com
www.ramahwisconsin.com  www.ramahday.com

From Lori Stark, Director
The Dream of Esrim
This summer marks Ramah Day Camp’s 
20th season! We can all take pride in the 
accomplishments of these two decades and 
set new goals as we dream of what the next 
20 (esrim) years will bring. 

Our strategic planning process has guided us 
to set priorities, and with the help of the 

generous Ramah community we have made facility improvements
to our sports courts and pools. Thanks to community support 
we have also introduced innovative programming like our Ivrit
Infusion Initiative and specialty clinics in gymnastics, fused glass,
rocketry, tennis, martial arts and much more.

This summer we are excited to expand our cooking program in
our brand new teaching kitchen! Campers have always loved 
our bishul cookouts, cooking with herbs and vegetables from 
our garden, and challah baking. This summer they’ll be able to
expand their repertoire in our new mitbachon!

Our head programming staff are busy planning enriching and 
exciting opportunities for our campers. In omanut (art) we are
adding even more materials for the children to work with in 
our makom l’dimyon (Makers’ Space or Imaginarium). This area
provides children with the opportunity to make something 
from nothing and let their own initiative and creativity emerge.
New this summer we are welcoming a seasoned baseball coach,
whose passion is to work with elementary age children. He is 
enthusiastically planning fun games and activities to keep the 

kids moving and building coordination and stamina 
all summer long. Meetings are underway as we train
our next Rosh Ivrit to continue the serious and high
level of Hebrew exposure to our camp culture we 
began developing last summer through our Ivrit
Infusion Initiative. 

This is my eighteenth summer as the director of Ramah
Day Camp. It is energizing, gratifying and fascinating
to see the sacred space of this camp come to life every
summer. L’chayim! 
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Campers love cooking with herbs and vegetables from the 
camp garden.


