
This summer we celebrated our 70th anniversary by embracing
our summer-long theme: פנינת תפארה / p’ninat tifarah / beautiful
gem. We explored how this phrase, from our himnon (anthem),
can refer to four core aspects of Camp Ramah in Wisconsin, each
beautiful and valuable in their own way: every individual child, 
the community we find at camp, the educational institution that is
Camp Ramah in Wisconsin, and our breathtaking campus and 
environs in the Northwoods. One of the key emphases of our 
programming was urging our campers and staff to be the best 
versions of themselves, to take advantage of the nurturing and 
loving community camp provides to expand their horizons and
find their inner greatness.

As part of the theme and broader celebration, we invited a
number of special guests to camp. Two scholars of American 
Judaism joined us from the Jewish Theological Seminary, Professor
Shuly Rubin Schwartz, whose master’s thesis sorted through dusty
boxes from Ramah’s early years and began to craft a historical 
narrative of those first summers, and Chancellor Arnold Eisen,
who, in addition to expertise in other fields, helps us understand
today’s generation of Conservative Jews and what Judaism will 
look like in the coming decades. 

With all due respect to the luminary scholars, the highlights of
the summer were visits from four Ramahniks of the first generation:
Chaviva (Vivian) Jacobson, Lee and Judy Shulman, and Arthur 
Elstein. Distinguished professionals one and all, their visits to Conover
were p’ninot tifarah in and of themselves. Their observations

From Jacob Cytryn, Director

matched each other nearly word for word: “The camp as a physical
space is unrecognizable, but the core values of the institution - the
ruach (spirit), the yiddishkeit - they are exactly the same.” One noted
that the “only things that never change are the clothing the kids wear
and the smiles on their faces.” 

So much has changed in seventy years, from the rituals of Zionism
as the founding of Israel was in doubt and into its first years; the sense
of investing in a generation of Jewish leaders who would establish 
a new Judaism in the wake of the Holocaust; the radical educational
philosophers who impacted the design and function of the Ramah
program through its first decades. And yet, so much has stayed the
same. Each of our four esteemed visitors was wowed by the passion,
knowledge, and insight of our campers and staff. Each was inspired
by the institution that had shaped them for the last seven decades,
watching it influence new generations today. 

Our camp-wide educational themes provide a lens through which
we can frame events during the summer that influence the entire camp,
specific aidot and tzrifim, and our staff and camper populations. 
The celebration this summer was the conclusion of a three-year cycle
exploring Ramah’s connection to Israel and Zionism, and the realities
of being Jewish in America. Next year we embrace another monumental
milestone as we will celebrate the 70th anniversary of the founding
of the State of Israel with our theme of עין לציון / ayin l’tziyon / 
an eye towards Zion. The word עין, meaning “eye” is also a pun, 
as we pronounce it the same way we pronounce the letter ע, whose
numerical equivalent is ... 70. 

Fall 2017
j”ga, u,x

Stay in touch with Camp Ramah via our blog and youtube channel at www.ramahwisconsin.com. 
To receive our weekly e-newsletter, HaMirpeset Shelanu, send an email to arosen@ramahwisconsin.com.
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Chaviva, fourth from right, with waterfront staff

from left, Jacob Cytryn, Arthur Elstein, Judy and Lee Shulman



2018 Sessions
For current 2nd graders: 
Ruach Ramah (June 24-28)

For current 3rd graders: 
Kochavim (July 10-23) and/or (July 24-August 6)

For current 4th graders: 
Garinim (June 12-July 9)*

For current 5th graders: 
Halutzim (July 11-August 7)*

For current 6th-10th graders: 
Full season (June 12-August 6)

Taste of Tikvah (4 weeks), Tikvah and Atzmayim 
Vocational Program

For current 11th graders: 
Ramah Israel Seminar

*current 4th and 5th graders may participate in both sessions

In the Chicago area: 
Ramah Day Camp for children entering K – 6 
in fall 2018 (see page 16 for details)

Experience Camp Ramah in Wisconsin!
page 2

Family Camp
In August we welcomed 40 
families to the beautiful 
Northwoods for our five-day
Family Camp! Adults and 
children enjoyed a taste of the
Ramah experience and had 
tons of fun boating, playing
sports, singing around the 
campfire and celebrating 
Shabbat together. 

To learn about Family Camp
2018, contact Robin Rubenstein,
Family Camp Director, at 
rrubenstein@ramahwisconsin.com.

Questions about 2018 sessions? Contact Assistant Director 
Adina Allen at aallen@ramahwisconsin.com or 312-690-8321.

Live Outside 
the Midwest? 

Camp Ramah in Wisconsin
programs are available

to children of alumni 
regardless of current 

residence
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It was an exciting summer in which I experienced Ramah in
different places and in many ways.

During staff week in early
June I traveled to camp to
spend some time with Chaviva
Jacobson, an alumna who was
known as Vivian Bassett when
she attended camp starting in
1947. Chaviva was invited to
speak at the Rahr-West Art
Museum in Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin, at the opening of
its Chagall Le Cirque exhibit
and arranged with Jacob Cytryn
to visit Ramah Wisconsin for 
a few days prior to her lecture.
While at camp she shared 
stories about Ramah’s early

years with the staff. She said that Lake Buckatabon was where she
first learned to swim and Ramah was where she fell in love with
the Hebrew language. 

In mid-July I was back in camp when Jody and Herschel Kahn,
alumni from 1950, came to visit. On that Thursday evening I took
them to the sifriyah (library – also known as the Mishkan Torah)
for the weekly Mishmar. On Thursday evenings, after evening 
activities, campers in the three oldest aidot are invited to come to
the library to sing and listen to stories to get ready to welcome
Shabbat. Each week about 50-75 campers join in the festivities.
On this Thursday night, about an hour into the program, Herschel
asked to speak. He shared that 67 years ago he had been a Ramah
camper and met his wonderful wife Jody and dear friends who 
he is still in touch with today. Herschel said it was a privilege for
them to sing with the campers and staff gathered that night. 

It is especially inspiring to know that alumni across the seven
decades of our history continue to step forward to significantly
support the work of Ramah.

I traveled with Alumni Coordinator Robin Rubenstein to the
Twin Cities and caught up with many alumni at our annual
Ramah Family Fun Night. It was terrific to see so many young 
parents and their children singing songs around a campfire, 
embarking on a renewed Ramah journey.

In July, Jon Sherman and I Skyped from the Kikar with nine
members of Nivonim 1974 who reunited at the home of Charlie
Yawitz in Tel Aviv. These dear friends, some living in Israel, 
some visiting from around the world, weren’t able to attend our

70th anniversary celebration last February in Chicago, but wanted
to connect to camp and say Shalom.

That night I was in the audience when the Solelim (7th grade)
presented The Wizard of Oz. (Yes – some classics you may remember
are still performed in Conover along with a rich variety of more 
recent musicals – all in Hebrew!) One of my favorite parts of every
play comes at the very end, when 700 campers, staff, and visitors
stand arm-in-arm and sing Himnon Ramah, the camp song – it
never gets old!

Back in Chicago, I welcomed families to the Ramah Day
Camp Zimriyah song festival. Moms and dads and grandmothers
and grandfathers came to the performance. What a thrill it was to
greet so many people I first met when they themselves were
campers at Ramah Wisconsin or parents sending their children for
the first time. It was just as exciting to meet the many families
joining the Ramah community themselves for the first time and
experiencing the wow of a day camp festival. 

I returned to Conover for our post-season Family Camp and
helped welcome 160 parents and young children to Ramah.
Among the 40 participating families, there were 14 alumni. All the
participants immersed in their own Ramah experience, singing,
dancing, swimming, davening, playing sports and celebrating
Shabbat with old and new friends. They studied, climbed the ropes
course, ate s’mores and sang by a campfire on the beach, watching
a meteor shower after Havdalah on Saturday night. 

In this, our 70th anniversary year, we see that Ramah stories
continue to unfold. The experience that inspired campers in our
first seven decades continues today with renewed energy, excitement
and meaning. May Ramah continue to go mi’hayil l’hayil, from
strength to strength.

Rabbi Soloff with Jody and Herschel
Kahn at the base of the new

Nivonim campus

Rabbi Soloff and Jon Sherman chat with members of Nivo 1974 

From Rabbi David Soloff, CEO
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From Jonathan Sherman, President 

On Visitors Day this summer,
under brilliant sunshine and a clear
blue sky, we had the privilege of
dedicating our new Nivonim
campus. Hundreds of campers,
parents, and alumni gathered as
we inaugurated the new home 
of the oldest campers in camp.

As anyone who has attended
camp knows, the Givah—the hill
where the Nivonim campers 
reside—has an almost mythic 
status. Generations of campers
have spent a summer on that hill,
enjoying Jewish time and space

with their closest friends and contemplating their role in the larger
Jewish world. Nivonim campers spend the following summer on
the Ramah Israel Seminar and many return on staff, nurturing the
next generation of campers.

Rebuilding the Nivonim campus was a necessary decision, 
but not easy. The old cabins were relics from before Camp Ramah
opened in 1947, when the site was home to a fishing resort. 
They were small and rickety—and full of charm. Every square
inch of the walls was filled with graffiti, with campers’ names
often scrawled next to those of parents who had spent a 
summer in the same cabins decades earlier.

Through careful planning and the efforts of our professionals
and volunteers, the new campus began to take shape. A committee
of lay people and staff reviewed drawings by architect and Ramah
alumnus George Sarfatty. Director Jacob Cytryn and Assistant 
Director Adina Allen envisioned the educational possibilities for
the new campus. Chief Operating Officer Benji Bearman visited
camp countless times to supervise the project, and Tom Merkel
guided the team who completed the project in a tight time frame.

The result: a stunning new home for Nivonim that looks like
it has always been there. The cabins are spacious while conforming
to the scale of the site. For the first time, our Rosh Aidah lives 
on the Givah with campers and staff. Nivonim now has its own
moadon (lounge), a separate building with open, airy space for
davening, studying, and hanging out. The outdoor space is
equally beautiful, with lots of room for conversations and relaxing.  

We are indebted to everyone who contributed to the Givah
Campaign and helped make this dream a reality. We could not
have built this beautiful new space without you. To those who may
be contemplating a gift, it is not too late. Please join us in 
supporting the new Nivonim campus and other important projects. 

Standing on top of the Givah offers a spectacular view of the
rest of camp. It also feels as though you can see into the future.
On Visitors Day, we shared a sense of gratitude for those who
came before us and built the foundation for a strong and vibrant
Camp Ramah. We also enjoyed a wonderful sense of optimism
about what the future holds for Nivonim and Ramah for the next
70 years and beyond. 

Through your support of the Givah Campaign,
this year scholarships were provided for nearly half
our campers and innovative programs enhanced
their experience. Last but not least, thanks to YOU
the new Nivonim campus was ready for the 
2017 season!

On October 1 we kicked off the third and final
year of the Givah Campaign, with the goal of 
raising $2 million for scholarships, program 
innovations, our Tikvah programs, capital projects, 
operations and maintenance. Dedication 
opportunities are still available! For more info go
to givahcampaign.org or contact Sam Caplan,
Chief Development Officer, at 
scaplan@ramahwisconsin.com or 312-690-8332.

Givah   

Jon Sherman speaking to camp
families at the dedication of the 
new Nivonim campus in July.



Leave Your Mark! 
For decades campers wrote their names
in the Nivonim cabins and now a new
tradition has been established! Hundreds
of dedicated bricks and pavers were in
the ground this past summer, for
campers, staff and visitors to see. It’s
not too late for you to leave your mark
on the new Nivonim campus. Go to 
givahcampaign.org to pave the way 
forward for Ramah and leave your
name and a message for generations 
to come.

Boys cabin dedication – Arnie, Jonah and Nina Harris Girls cabin dedication – Richard, Veronica and Rebecca Warner

Boys cabin dedication – Josh, Steven, Marc, Susan and Daniel Sacks On Visitors Day, 12 benches were dedicated on the 
new Givah – shown here: Faye Kroshinsky and Bennett Kaplan 

with children Golda, Shaina, David and Aviva
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 Campaign – Year 3 Underway!



July 4th carnival
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Snapshot of   

creating new Jewish art

proud 2017 “mensch award” 
winners

awesome Yom Sp
ort

   

Playing Frisbee on the 
new Givah

Zimriyah Music Festival

making 
a splash

new Hebrew musical “Matilda!”

Tikvah 
Arts Fe

stival
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   Summer 2017!

hanging o
ut on the

 ropes 

course

softball under the lights

exploring the beautiful 

Northwoods

Tikvah and Machon rebrand 
themselves as “Mikvah”

Eight weeks of joyful Judaism

amazing Mishlachat 
from Israel

kayak race

72 enteri
ng 3rd gr

aders hav
e a

blast at R
uach Ram

ah
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Success with Vocational Education at Ramah
By Renee Ghert-Zand
Excerpted from The New York Jewish Week, May 2, 2017

Sam Busis has many responsibilities as a teacher’s assistant
at the preschool at Temple Beth Hillel-Beth El in Wynnewood,
Pennsylvania, near Philadelphia. He makes sure the children
play safely in the classroom and out on the playground, sets
up the room for nap time and passes out snack. He also packs
up the lunches, pins notes on backpacks and does many 
other jobs.

“The teachers notice a big difference on Tuesdays when
I’m not there,” Sam said proudly. Sam, 30, gained many of
his childcare skills through the vocational education program
at Camp Ramah in New England in Palmer, Massachusetts.
Four Ramah camps—California, Canada, New England and
Wisconsin—run vocational education (“voc ed”) programs for
campers who have aged out of the camps’ Tikvah programs
for campers with disabilities. Vocational education programs
are being piloted in several other Ramah camps as well. Each
summer, approximately 60 young adults between the ages of
18 and 30 participate in these programs, with some working
as paid and unpaid staff at camp, and others employed in
businesses in neighboring towns.

Josh Klein, 28, of Minneapolis, feels his experience in the
Atzmayim vocational program at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin
in Conover, Wisconsin, was essential to his landing his job at

Lunds & Byerlys, an upscale 
supermarket in the Twin Cities.
While in Atzmayim, Josh
worked for two summers as a
bagger at Trig’s grocery store in
Eagle River, Wisconsin. A letter
of recommendation from Trig’s
helped him get a position 
working as a bagger and in 
parcel pickup at Lunds & 
Byerlys. He held this position
for seven years before being 

promoted last October to cashier.

“At camp I learned how to coexist with others, and I use

those skills every day,” Josh said. Josh, who attended Camp
Ramah in Wisconsin for eight years, is still in touch with his
camp friends. He has also enjoyed going back to camp in the
summers to visit his younger brother Jordan, who was also 
an Atzmayim participant.

Some vocational education participants stay in touch with
one another and with Ramah during the non-summer
months through weekly “Shabbos Is Calling” and “Shavua
Tov” video chats. Additionally, a number of camps hold 
in-person reunions during the year, such as Camp Ramah in
Wisconsin’s biennial reunion for its Tikvah and Atzmayim
participants and alumni.

Camp Ramah is proud of Sam and Josh —but not only
for the critical employment skills these individuals have
gained. Sam’s mom emphasized the other reason why the
work Ramah does with young adults with disabilities who age
out of traditional summer camp programs is so important.

“Ramah has provided our son with a unique opportunity 
to mature and grow in a loving environment that stresses 
and practices Jewish values,” she said.

Josh Klein

Atzmayim on the job this summer in Eagle River



page 9

Director’s Circle
Gifts of $100,000 and above
Anonymous
Rebecca and Richard Warner
Zell Family Foundation

President’s Circle
Gifts of $50,000 and above
Dr. Rebecca* and Daniel* Blumenthal
The Crown Family
Nina and Arnie* Harris
Susan and Marc* Sacks

Rosh Aidah
Gifts of $25,000 and above
Karen and Jay Goodgold
JUF Chicago Security Grants
Mesirow Financial
Andrew Pass
Elyse* Rabinowitz and Jim Porter
Charles & M.R. Shapiro Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Margaret* and Alan* Silberman
Karyn and William Silverstein
Dr. Michael Steuer

Rosh Anaf
Gifts of $18,000 and above
Anonymous (1)
Patti and Alan Caplan/Shalom Memorial Park
Carol* and Dr. Ronald Fogel
Beth and Dr. Jeffrey* Kopin
Nachshon Project
Cyndi and Jamie Rosenthal
Karen and Hal Sider
Silverman Family Foundation
Deborah* and Adam Winick
Linda and Al Winick

Northwoods
Gifts of $10,000 and above
Anonymous (2)
Julie Strauss and Joel* Brown
Karen and Ethan Budin
Marlene Kaplan
Neera* and Michael Kaufman
Stephanie* and Dr. Kurt Kavanaugh
Jo Ann Kumins and David Levenfeld
Jack & Goldie Wolfe Miller Fund
W.J. Minkus Charitable Trust
Amy and Mark* Rotenberg
Leslie and Howard Schultz
Fran and Jonathan* Sherman
Leslie and Bryan* Sloane
Lisa and Adam Vales

Agam
Gifts of $5,000 and above
Anonymous (1)
Mark* Altschul
Mary and Alan Becker
Ellen and Yehuda* Cohen
Fifth Third Bank
Beverly and Richard Fink
Lisa and Todd* Fishbein
Foundation for Jewish Camp
The Frankenthal Group Foundation
Carol and Thomas Galuhn
Goldberg Kohn Foundation
Kathryn and Scott Happ
Harris & Harris, Ltd.
Dr. Laurie and Andrew Hochberg
Alison and Isaac Judd
Faye Kroshinsky and Bennett Kaplan
Benji Kaufman’s Bar Mitzvah©

Sara and Joshua Leslie
Shary and Dr. Marc Levitt
JoEllen and Robert Lidov

Herbert Lippitz
Liat and Ron Meisler
Miller Cooper & Co., Ltd
Dr. Rebecca Schorsch and Dr. Scott* Moses
Dr. Beth and Ronn Nadis
Sanford Perl
Marcie* and Brad Pickard
Linda and Richard Price
Lynne and Andy Redleaf
Harriet and Joseph* Resnick
Betty* Rozenfeld
Tamar* Newberger and Andrew Schapiro
Ari Scharg
Renee Locketz Segal and David Segal
Dr. Naomi and Jerry Senser
Emily and Rabbi David Soloff
Melissa and Marc Spellman
Melanie and Morry Steinbach
Strauss Family Foundation

Northern Lights
Gifts of $2,500 and above
Heidi and Ben* Azulay
Faye and Benji Bearman
David T. Brown
Cortes Family Foundation
Karen and Bob DeBolt
Dr. Nehama Dresner
Nancy and Maury Fertig
Gail and Jeremy Fingerman
Barb and Andy Fishman
Fox Rothschild LLP
Kim and Stuart Frankenthal
GCG Financial
Nancy and Lawrence Glick
Nami* and David Goldenberg
Harold Grinspoon Foundation
H & H Purchasing
Suzy and Dr. David Hakimian
Judy and Dr. Mark Hoffman
Tamar Green and Ben* Hofkin
Sharon Liebhaber and Rabbi Alan Iser
Israel Bonds
Lynnsie Kantor
Judy and Gerald Kaufman
Kaufman Jacobs LLC
Ally and Jordan* Kirshenbaum
Naomi and Jack Korol
Dr. Lena and David* Kushnir
Lake Forest Bank & Trust Co
Debra and Arnold Landis
Elyse and Dr. Ron* Less
Meredith and Benjamin Lewis
Liquid Screen Design
Naomi Newman and Jason* Litwack
Harvey L. Miller Family Foundation
Much Shelist, P.C.
Shira and Jonathan Oberlander
Dr. Susan Feigenbaum and Dr. Jay Pepose
Proskauer Rose LLP
Roselind and Sheldon Rabinowitz
Louise and Jerry Ribnick
Beverly and Howard Rossman
Stacy Palestrant and Tomer Rothschild
Aviva and David Rubin
Carol Ann* and Michael Schwartz
David Y. Schwartz
Lori Stark and Dr. David Shapiro
Willard Shonfeld
Eric Siegel
Jodie and Mark* Silberman
Arnee and Walter Winshall
Barb and Michael Zaransky
Idyth and Jay Zimbler

Buckatabon
Gifts of $1,800 and above
Rebecca and Wade Bacon
Tamar Dolgen and Sergio Bicas
Eve and Richard Biller

Sarah and Samuel Caplan
Amy and Rabbi Eric Cytryn
Nicole and Dr. Ron Dolin
Sara and Dr. Mark* Drexler
Karen* and David Ebroon
Jayme and Gary Ernsteen
Patti and Michael Frazin
Sarina and Robert Gerson
Michele Bresler and Barry Goldberg
Mindy* and Jeff Gordon
David K. Harris
Jonah Harris
Linda and Michael Hoffenberg
Rochelle and Dr. Steven Katz
Audrey and Alvin Kaufman
Karen and Michael Kesner
Bryna and Rabbi Vernon Kurtz
Gigi Cohen and Michael Levin
Dr. Arielle and Dr. Victor Levitan
Elisa Rotman and Rabbi Aaron Melman
Charlotte and Michael* Newberger
Sharon and Leon Oberlander
Danielle and Jonathan Pearl
Lori and Dr. Richard* Rabinowitz
Roscoe & Western Garage
Jill and Michael Rose
Lilach and Carl Schrag
Rubin Singer
Ilana Hoffer Skoff and Rabbi Joshua Skoff
Robert Stillman
Tami* and Reuben Warshawsky
Karen Weiss

Kikar
Gifts of $1,000 and above
Anonymous (2)
Anne Opila and Todd Abraham
Angela and Larry Adler
Dr. Phyllis Gorin and Rabbi Morris Allen
Am Yisrael Congregation
Madeleine and David Arnow
Bobbi and Robert Aronson
Gary Cortes
Rita* Cortes
Deborah* Shalowitz Cowans and Bruce Cowans
Tamar and Jacob Cytryn
Michelle* and Jordan Edelman
Terri and Solomon Eisenberg
Jennifer and David* Elyashar
Barbara Fedor
Amy Abrams and Ronen Glimer
Tobi* and Ken Gold
Dr. Ranna Rozenfeld and Shane Greenstein
Jodi and Adam Gruber
Chaviva and Ralph Jacobson
Debra Glassman and Bob Kaufman
Courtney and Ari Klein
Eitan Korrub
Dr. Cindy Reich and Rabbi Harold Kravitz
Elena and Jay Lefkowitz
Robert* Less
Richard Levitt
Elyse and Howard Levy
Leslie and Michael Litwack
Marci and Norm Malter
Trisha and Rabbi Fredric Margulies
Hedva and Dr. Moshe Matalon
Milt’s Barbecue for the Perplexed
Ellen and Micah Nathan
Christina and Joe Pennington
Jane Pickus
Rachel Goldberg and Bryan Quigley
Jaynie Schultz and Ronald Romaner
Dr. Adrienne and Adam Rosenthal
Jennifer Pehr and Jonathan Ross
Rose and David Ross
Kimberly and Dr. Ari Rubenfeld
Robin and Rabbi Steven Rubenstein
Robin Newberger and Steven Sacks
Michelle and James Seidenberg

Donor Recognition
October 1, 2016 – September 30, 2017
*indicates 2017 Camp Ramah in Wisconsin Committee member
©indicates my.ramahwisconsin.com peer-to-peer fundraising campaign
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Nivonim 1986
Nivonim 1998

            
         Donor Recognition

October 1, 2016 – September 30, 2017
*indicates 2017 Camp Ramah in Wisconsin Committee member
©indicates my.ramahwisconsin.com peer-to-peer fundraising campaign

We are grateful for the generous support of over 2,000 donors for scholarships,
innovative programming and state-of-the art facilities that served over 1,000
campers and staff members during the 2017 season! View a complete list in 

the online edition of Machanenu Ramah at ramahwisconsin.com.
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Nivonim 2009
Nivonim 2012
Tali and David Nole
Marcia and Allen Oleisky
Daniel Olson
Barrie and Steven Orloff
Nadine Orloff
Avram Pachter
Sandy Starkman and Larry Pachter
Deena Pascal
Katie and Zach Pellish
Elisa and Jim Pener
Amy and Scot Perlman
Lynn and Dr. Louis Philipson
Alan Phillips
Vicki and Gary Phillips
Dorothy and Norman Pink
Brooke and Dr. Matt Plofsky
Cindy and David Pogrund
Kim and Daniel Price
Adi and Alex Prombaum
Hillel Prombaum
Rachael Gray-Raff and Elliot Raff
Dr. Mary Jane and J. David Rapport
Mary Ann and Joel Rich
Cila and Richard Riff
Dawn and Lee Ritterband
Paulie and Rabbi Carnie Rose
Sandra and Dan Rosenbaum
David Rosenberg
Bruce Rosen
Dr. Elaine Hantman and Dr. Paul Rosenthal
Lauren Rosenthal
Karen Roseth
Sally and Miles Ross
Ariella Rotenberg
Matt Rotenberg
Lisa Banoff and Matthew Rothenberg
Rebecca and David Rubin
Rochelle and Earl Rubinoff
Rebecca and Rabbi David Russo
Josh Sacks
Tammy and Naften Sadoff
Beverly Saeks
Arona and George Sarfatty
Michael Sarris
Julie Saunders
Tamar Newberger* and Andrew Schapiro
Pearl, Arielle and Arnold Schechter
Aliza and Ben Scheier
Robyn and Benjamin Schein
Jessica and Eli Scher
Louise and Steven Schoenberger
Ron Schrag
Elana and Seth Schrank
Lynn and Skip Schrayer
Pamela and David Schultz
Estherbeth Buchbinder and Jeffrey Schvimer
Alieza Schvimer
Aviva Schwartz
Marci Dickman and Ralph Schwartz
Kim and Greg Shapps
Julie and David Sherman
Sarah and Jeremy Sherman
Peter Shier
Bonnie Shifrin
Dina Shiner
Dr. Sarah and Andrew Shulkind
Emily Jaffy and Marc Silber
Tamara Frankel and Rabbi Zachary Silver
Elizabeth Silver-Schack and Prof. Larry Silver
Maureen and Randy Silver 
Lauren and David Silverman
Samantha* and Yoni Silverman
Susie and Barry Silverman
Heidi and Matthew Simons
Rebeccah Singer
Ruth Singer
Cheryl and Larry Sklar
Faith Roessel and Matthew Slater
Amy Israel and Adam Slovis

Susan Agate and Michael Slutsky
Sarah Small
Sheila and Michael* Small
Elli Smerling
Stephanie and Michael Smerling
Jill and Jeremy Smiley
Danya Snyder
Jane and Josh Sosland
Rachel and Howard Spiro
Mae and Mark Spitz
Danny Stamos
Dr. Jen Grusby Steiman and Josh Steiman
Emily and Adam* Steinberg
Melanie and Dan Steindler
Stepp & Rothwell, Inc
Liba and Dr. Tom Stillman
Rachel Katz and Geoff Storchan
Nomi and Tal Straschnov
Deborah and Harvey Strauss
Shaina and Brad Sugar
Jodi and Bryan Sugar
Tammy and Michael Sugar
Judith Hellerstein and Phillip Swagel
Elise and Marc Swatez
Becca and Rabbi Loren Sykes
Marianne and Stuart Taussig
Michael Taxy
Barbara and Harvey Temkin
Elana and Jason Tennenbaum
Stephen Trampe
Leah and Dr. Michael Traub
David Traub
Amy Yenkin and Robert Usdan
Yonah Vogelman
Glenn Warshaw
Sandy and Melvyn Wasserman
Leigh and David Waterman
Lisa and Michael Weiner
Jo Ann Weinstein
Joan and Jerome Weinstein
Naomi King-Smith and Todd Werner
Dr. Mary and Dr. Louis White
Gail and Dr. Robert Wilensky
Betty Winer
Sari and Mark Winick
Judy and Rabbi Carl Wolkin
Ryan Wynne
Mimi and Marc Yoskowitz
David Zacks
Jennifer and Jeremy Zacks 
Laura and Mitch Zacks
Gary Zaidenweber
Ezra Becker, Jay Rosenbaum and Rabbi Morris Zimbalist
Jonathan Zimbler
Miriam and David Ziskind
Alice and Rabbi Dov Zlotnick

Ramahnik
Gifts up to $180
Anonymous (2)
Rochelle Aaranson
Eli Abeles
Elana Abraham
Shoshana Abramowitz
Dorothy and Bob Abrams
Susan and Marvin Adleman
Rochelle Adler
Mark Adler
Adina and Adam Aft
Paula Akers
Leora Allen
Frankie and Howard Alper
Elizabeth Lippow and Keith Alperin
Miranda and Steve Altschul
Yaffa Cohen-Appelbaum and Mark Appelbaum
Matan Appelbaum
Tamar and Dr. Burton Appel
Joni Appelman
Mary Arola
Amanda and Berek Awend

Naomi Hoffman and Dr. Loren Bach
Sima and Jeffrey Baker
Laura Elkayam and Ezra Balser
Devorah Lissek and Dr. Josh Barash
Yonat Bar Lev
Randee Baron
Amie and Jonathan Barrish
Florrie Barron
Ilana Baumwald
Beth Becker
Kara Behr
Gabriel deGrood Bendt
Rabbi Rebecca and Rabbi Joshua Ben-Gideon
Sonia Berk
Zach Berkman
Becky and Shie Berkman
Zahava and Ari Berkowicz
Sara and Dr. Yechiel Berkowicz
Stephanie Berkowitz
Dr. Micha Berman
Ruth and Sydney Bernard
Aryeh Bernstein
Rabbi Lizzi Heydemann and Henry Bernstein
Roberta and Charles Bernstein
Liza Bernstein
Rebecca Holmes and Bennett Berson
Jean Best
Abigail Bettenhausen
Gretchen and Adam Birenbaum
Samuel Blivaiss
Abby and Lawrence Block
Marilyn Blonsky
Chava Alpert and Michael Bloom
Zoosie Bloomberg
Francine Bloom
Theodore Bloom
Michael Bloom
Julie Bloom
Randi Roth and Isaac Blumfield
Anne and Marvin Bonowitz
Deena and Steve Borzak
Rita Botbol
Dorit Shiloah-Boxer and Paul Boxer
Albert Boxerman
Elizabeth and Tim Boyle
Eileen Leiderman and Ben Brener
Ellen Bresnick
Ari Bressman
Marilyn and Tim Broms
Joanne Brown
Raquel Brown
Sarah and Allan Budweg
Jean and Dr. Robert Bundt
Gita Karasov and Daniel Buonaiuto
Scott Burstein
Gabi Cabell
Mollie Flink and Steven Chaitman
Dorit and Joel Chasnoff
Lorraine and Jordan Cherrick
JECELI Chicago
Chicago Jewish Historical Society
Michelle Chizever
Mynetta and Adrian Christie
Debra Chused
Mirra Klausner and Todd Clauer
Rabbi Burton Cohen
Ilana Cohen
Nadine Cohen
Aaron Cohn
Susan and Kenneth Cohn
Brenda Cole
Congegation B'nai Amoona Sisterhood
Congregation Am Echad
Beth and David Cook
Shelby Cooper
Carly Cooper
Gloria and Peter Cooper
Blaine and Jeffrey Coppaken
Core Wealth Management, LLC
Keren Daskin
Sara and Dr. Andrew Dauber

We are grateful to nearly 50 synagogues and communities for their partnership 
and generous scholarship support. View a complete list at ramahwisconsin.com.
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Tamar and Ben Davis
Samantha and Tom DeKoven
Debbie Denenberg
Elizabeth Dennis
Sheila and Stewart Derechin
Marilyn and Jerry Diamond
Sherwin Ditlove
Samantha and Shai Dobrusin
Aleksandar Dordevic
Katherine Doscher
Ali and Michael  Drumm
Meredith and Jason Dubner
Sondra Eichel
Karen Lobl and Dr. David Eisenberg 

Mike Eisenwasser
Corinne and William Engelhart
Dolores and Al Erlebacher
Marcy Horwitz and Steve Erlebacher
Harry Eskin
Joseph Eskin
Lena Eskin
Marcie and Richard Eskin
Rebecca Faber
Seth Feder
Sarah and Erwin Feiertag
Judy and Lawrence Feldman
Michael Feldman
Sara Bucholtz and Adam Feldman
Natalie Blitt and Rabbi Josh Feigelson
Rachel and Matthew Field
Susan and Arnie Fielkow
Beth Heifetz and Glenn Fine
Aaron Fineberg
Andrea and Cantor Joshua Fineblum
Sheya Finkelstein
Judith Finkelstein-Taff
Roberta Fischer
Alexis Fishman
Harry Fishman
Carrie Fleider
Beth and Robert Footlik
Benjy Forester
Rena Forester
Shira Forester
Shira Vickar and Jonathan Fox
Rachel Frailich
David Frazin
Sara and Ben Freedland
Aaron Freeman
Harrison Freeman
Hannah Freeman
Fran and Harvey Fried
Jacqueline Wolff Friedman and Michael Friedman
Sheryl and Arthur Friedman
Marcella and Charles Fritz
Aaron Fuchs
Julie and Dr. Ezra Galler
Robin and Stephen Garfinkel
Yehudit and Aaron Gavant
Asher Gavzy
Moses Gaynor
Benjamin Gellman-Chomsky
Raphael Gendler
Alla and Rafi Geretz
Steven Gershone
Natan Getschel
Shayan GilbertBurke
Sara Glick
Brianna Golan
Ira Goldberg
Oscar Goldberg
Debbie Goldman
Elana and Neil Goldsmith
Shira Goldstein
Jacob Goldstein
Ariel and Bryan Goltzman
Joseph Goodman
Dr. Michael Goodman
Edith and Max Goodman
Hannah Gordon
Jon Gordon

Shoshana and Matt Gordon
Pamela and Rabbi Howard Gorin
Amy Gottesfeld
Dalia and Daniel Graupe
Shira Dickstein and Elan Green
Darla and Dr. George Grossberg
Rachel and Charles Gruenberg
Sandra Rosen and Todd Guberman
Eva and Irving Gurin
Susan and Jonathan Gutstein
Elizabeth and Simon Halfin
Andrew Halpert
Bertram Hamilton
Nancy and John Harris
Herbert Hartman
Deborah Hecht
Terry and Harvey Heiken
Ethan Heilicher
Robbin Rittner-Heir and Stewart Heir
Bradley Helfand
Barbara and Avrum Herman
Lory and Randy Herman
Joan and Howard Hersch
Cheryl Siegelman and Dr. Netanel Herscovitch
Jeremy Hershey-Nexon
Eunice and Bruce Hershman
Robin Hertz
Shai Hillman
Aleksandra Treyger and Ilan Hoffenberg 
Barbara and Dr. Robert Hoffman
Judith Levenfeld and Tony Hollenberg
Neil Holman
Gerald Horn
Joy Horwich
Tobi Cooper and Rabbi Daniel Horwitz
Patricia C. Huber
Allie Hurwich
Jessica and Benjamin Igielnik
Ruth Igielnik
Jennifer and John Isenberg
Dr. Sherry Israel
Yoni Israelson
Daniel Jacobs
Garrett Jacobs
Dr. Becky and Max Jacobson
Margaret and Stanley Jaffy
Robin and Marc Joseph
Lois and Mark Just
Benjamin Kahn
Tali and Jacob Kanter
Adrienne and Brad Kaplan
Gerry Kaplan
Jennifer Cook and Randall Kaplan
Lauren and Scott Kaplan
Phyllis Kaplan
Sara Rubin Karoll and Albert Karoll 
Linda and Allan Katz
Alex Katz
Ariel Katz
Benjamin Katz
Isaac Katz
Karen and Dr. Irving Katz
Pam and Dr. Ronald Kaufman
Sarah Kaufman
Peggy Marc Kaz and Sidney Kaz
Dr. Ilana Dworin Kehl and Alex Kehl
Elana Kennedy
Rachel Kesner
Gal Kfir
Cym Kibort
Mary and Dr. Phillip Kibort
Kazu Kitano
Ellie Klausner
Amy Klein-Alter
Mara and Mike Kogan
Betty Kohn
Naomi Konikoff
Riki Konikoff
Jacob Korman
Shosh Korrub
Jill Kossman

Stephen Kotok
Dr. Jeremy Kraff
Keith Krebeck
Daniel Kressel
Jessica and Aaron Kroll
Dr. Eliezer Krumbein
Barry Krumstok
Shuli and Noam Kupchan
Dr. Mitch Kupperman
Adrienne and Dr. Gerald Lasin
Margo Lasser
Sheri Latash
Hofit Layani
Susan Lazar
Ellen and Michael Leffak
Alison Lehrer
David Leibman
Adam Leibowitz
Adria Leno
Jamie Levin
Matthew Levin
Maya Levine
Sarah Levine
Jacob Levy
Miriam and Martin Levy
Gregory Linden
Devorah Zlochower and Rabbi Dov Linzer
Jane Lippow
Mindy and Fred Lucas
Ruth and David Mackler
Aaron Magid
Jacob Magid
Abigail and Justin Main
Lee Malmed
Suzanne and Howard Malmon
Casey Maloney
Jonathan Maltsman
Manitowoc Jewish Federation
Shoshana Mann
Aaron March
Julie and Eric Marder
Leslie Mark and Mark Eisemann
Roger Marks
Carmen Marquez
Irena and Philip Matsuhashi
Judy and Steven Matthews
Dimitrios Mavropoulos
David Mehlman
Michele and Seth Meisler
Shoshana and Dr. Edward Melman
Dana Meltzer
Dr. Amelia Burgess and Dr. Aaron Milbank
Abby and Jonathan Miller
Nicole Miller
Barbara and Jonathan Minkus
Rabbi Victor Mirelman
Elise Ecanow and Avi Mlotek
Barry Mnookin
Rosalyn and Steven Mokhtarian
Nathaniel Moldoff
Jean Moses
Rebecca Linfield and Leon Moskatel
Rena and Roberto Munster
Jenny Nadoff
Debra and Adam Natenshon
Mira Nathanson
Leslie and Dr. William Nelson
Ilana Neusner
Tamar Newman-Shapira
Ronna and Dr. Larry Nussbaum
Marissa Oberlander
Rhonda and Andy Oberman
Noa Okner
Rachel Olshin
Renee and Bernard Oppenheim
Carmel Orbach
Daniel Orbach
Nadine Orloff
Anne and Lance Pacernick
Dr. Sharon Packer
Danielle Parker

Donor Recognition
October 1, 2016 – September 30, 2017
*indicates 2017 Camp Ramah in Wisconsin Committee member
©indicates my.ramahwisconsin.com peer-to-peer fundraising campaign
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Tamar Rubin and Adam Parker
Ari Parritz
Henrietta Peltz
Tova Perlman
Benjamin Philipson
Beth Phillips
Leah and Phil Pickman
Rachel and Nina Pickus
Emily Podgursky
Ayala and John Podhoretz
Carrie Podolsky
Hannah and Brian Pogrund
Debra and Dr. Kenny Polin
Gregg Pollack
Joshua Pomeranz
Benjamin Portnoe
Matthew Portnoe
Sara and Andy Poticha
Edith Price
Janet and Harold Price
Keren and Rabbi Simcha Prombaum
Sarah Raff
Kevin Rahmanim
Anne-Monique and Edward Rapoport
Pauline and Barney Ratner
Marsha Raviv
Marilyn Green and Dave Rebnord
Elisa Heiligman and Rick Recht
Anat Reschke
Frieda Reschke
Beth and Les Richardson
Diane and Philip Rich
Fran and Leonard Rich
Jennifer and Bret Rich
Jessica and Adam Rich
Rachel Kaplan and Bob Riesman

Nancy Rips
Reuben Rischall
Michael Robinson
Gila and Dr. Randy Robinson
Julian Rodriguez
Lynn and Howard Rosen
Nancy and Rabbi James Rosen
Norma Rosen
Carl Rosenberg
Donna and Alan Rosenberg
Dr. Jonathan Rosenberg
Reut Rosenberg
Shirley Rosenberg
Susan Ticker and Henry Rosenblum
Laura Miller and Ken Rosenstein
Ari Rotenberg
Max Rotenberg
Andrea and Brian Rubenstein
Britt and Dr. Stuart Rubenstein
Gabriel Rubin
Leah and Bob Rubin
Marilyn and Dr. Gary Rubin
Tal Rubin
Amy Rubinoff
Tracey Rubinoff
Deanna and Dr. Perry Rudich
Adam Rudolph
Abigail Russo
David Ryba
Yonatan Saadi
Randye and Don Sable
Felice and Robert Sachs
Michael Sackett
Jacqueline and Harold Sadoff
Bernice Saks
Marianne and James Salsberg
Judith Levin and Gerald Salzman
Kati and Dr. Charles Samet
Fern and David Sanders
Aliza Sandler
Rachel Sandler Silva
Diane and Albert Sasson
Ruth Schack
Betsy and Kenneth Schack
Randi and David Schenberg

Deborah and Randy Schepis
Marjorie and Bill Schlosberg
Felice and Michael Schur
Erica and Rabbi Michael Schwab
Sharon and Richard Schwab
Aaron Schwartz
Emily Schwartz
Judy Schwartz
Sharon and Steve Schwartz
Hayley Schwartzman
Elena and Eric Scott
Leah Segal
Dr. Marcia and Dr. Edwin Segal
Adam Seidenberg
Lindsay Seidenberg
Eli Seidman-Deutsch
David Selis
Madeline Shaffer
Ian Shaffer
Amy Reynolds and Benjamin Shapiro
Aliza Shapiro
Gloria and Alvin Shapiro
Johanna Shapiro
Micah Shapiro
Mira Hart and Jacob Shapiro
Sammy Shefler
Dr. Shelley Sherman
Leah and Rabbi Philip Sherman
Naomi Shisler
Alison Sider
Daniel Siegel
Emma Siegel
Risa Siegel
Daniel Silver
Rhonda Silverberg
Dana and Neil Silverblatt
Michelle Silverblatt
Matthew Silverman
Renee and Pete Silverman
Dr. Sara and Rabbi Matthew Simon
Benjamin Singer
Jill Singer
Judy and Hanan Singer
Shana and Gary Singer
Aaron Sklar
Carolyn Reinglass and David Sklar
Gale and Sherman Sklar
Jeremy Slosberg
Mary and Marshall Small
Maynard Small
Jonathan Snitzer
Justin Snyder
Edis and Prof. Aaron Snyder
Jeremy Sohn
Ronnie Jo Sokol
Stuart Spector
Zachary Spellman
Gloria and Sanford Spitzer
St. Louis Sports Commission
Rebecca Stanchik
Valerie Stark
Christy and Sandford Steinberg
Jesse Steinman
Ruth Lederman and Terence Stern
Erika Steuer
Karen and Jack Stopnicki
Adina and Ricky Straka
Dr. Linda and Rabbi Shelly Switkin
Shelly Phillips and Dr. Ted Tapper
Emma Eisemann and Eli Temkin
Deena Tenzer
Robert Tilsen
Beth and Sanford Timen
Rosilee and Dr. Philip Trotta
Tracy and Dustin Truesdell
Helene Turner
Sarah Ungerman
Ari Vandersluis
Rebecca Vandersluis
Sarah Vandersluis
Joan and Dr. Joseph Vander Walde

Eryka Velazquez
Adina and Bill Viezel
Dr. Janna and Bryan Villano
Lindsey Wade
Barbara and Mitchell Wand
Daniel Warshawsky
Dr. Robert Warshawsky
Maxima and Rabbi Burton Wax
Sam Weiner
Lottie Weinstein
Aliza and Stuart Weinstock
Phyllis Weisbard
Audrey and Roger Weisberg
Lauren and Josh Weiser
Daniel Weiss
Marcia and Dr. Alan Weiss
Roni* and Steven Weiss
Shira and Cobi Weissbach
Ilana Blumberg and Ori Weissberg
Rebecca and Steve Weller
Lyllian Wendroff
Lindsay Werth
Roberta and Rabbi Edmund Winter
Hilary Wiseman
Danielle Wolf
Joanne Wolf
Robin and Dr. Clifford Wolf
Aaron Wolff
Ellen Wolff
Lesley and Jeremy Wynes
Amy and Jonathan Yaffe
Constance Yaffe
Ina and Dr. Joseph Young
Jane and Ed Zeman
Rachel Zeman
Lauren Zemboch
Ruth and Albert Zimbler
Maya Zinkow
Lynn Zwerdlinger

We recognize with gratitude the establishment of 
The Judy Goldberg Memorial Ramah Israel Seminar 
Scholarship Endowment

In Kind
Jim Anderson
Murray Cohen
DejaViewsUSA.com (Larry Engelhart)
Dentons LLP (Daniel Lange)
Jason Feldman Chicago Ltd.
Lori and Michael Glen
Tricia and Bo Goehe
JoEllen and Robert Lidov
Abby Maeir
Elisa Rotman and Rabbi Aaron Melman
Morrison & Associates
Mylan Specialty LP (Aaron Kanas)
NTI Upstream (Gabe Chasnoff)
Debra and Adam Natenshon
Pamela and Steven Pearl
Porath Print Source (Gerry Engelhart)
Salesforce.org
Arona and George Sarfatty
Sarfatty Associates Ltd.
Greg Shapps Photography
Spot Hero 
Zelda’s Kosher Gourmet
Bob Zimay

Every effort was made to correctly list donor
names. If your gift was omitted or listed 
incorrectly, please contact Linda Hoffenberg
(info on page 18).
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Alumni and   

Looking ahead:
November 9
11th Annual Wear Your Ramah T-Shirt Day #RamahShirts
November 10
Shabbat Across Ramah / Reshet Ramah Shabbat dinners 
in Chicago, Twin Cities and New York
March 5-13, 2018
Ramah Women’s Trip to Israel details at rii.ramah.org.il
June 15-17, 2018
13th reunion of Nivonim 2005
July 20-22, 2018
25th reunion of Nivonim 1993
August 8-12, 2018
Ramah Wisconsin Family Camp see page 2 for details 

We are excited to welcome alumna Elana Pure
Tennenbaum (Nivo 1997) as the Chicago
Reshet Ramah Coordinator. Reshet Ramah,
the national Ramah alumni network, now 
has coordinators in New York,
Baltimore/Philadelphia, Washington DC,

Chicago and Atlanta. In this part-time position, Elana will 
work with National Ramah and Alumni Coordinator Robin
Rubenstein to create programs for Ramah alumni and their 
families. With this new focus, we will transition away from the
Kikar Ba’Ir brand (previously used to refer to Chicago alumni
events) and will advertise all our alumni programs as Reshet
Ramah events. Check out the programs offered across North
America by Reshet Ramah at reshetramah.org or contact Elana 
at etennenbaum@ramahwisconsin.com.

Reshet Ramah HaDor Yizkor program at 
Anshe Emet Synagogue in Chicago

Summer Family Fun Day at
Ramah Day Camp

Jump into Ramah fall event at Ramah Day Camp Summer Family Fun Day in the Twin Cities 

Stay connected! “Like” Camp Ramah in Wisconsin and Ramah Day Camp            
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   Community Events

Nivonim 1992 Reunion 
Back row from left: Adam Natenshon, Jordan Feldman, Josh Stork, 

Michael Rosenbaum
Front row from left: Naomi Zuk-Fisher, Deborah Frank, Leah Horwitz Brajer,

Rachel Dannen McDowell

Nivonim 2004 Reunion 
Back row from left: Jonah Meyerhoff, Syd Berkman, Elan Green, Benji Derman,

Joshua Pomeranz, Harry Eskin, Matthew Tepperman, Avram Pachter
Front row from left: Ross Broms, Kashmir Kustanowitz, Jamie Cooper, 

Avital Otsfield, Becca Vandersluis, Heidi Zimmerman Simons, 
Samantha Kopin Silverman, Gita Karasov, Shayna Flink

my.ramahwisconsin.com 
The my.ramahwisconsin.com platform makes it easy to set up
a personal campaign. Are you marking a special birthday or
anniversary? Celebrating a Bar or Bat Mitzvah? Organizing 
a basketball tournament? Running a marathon? Make it an
occasion to support Ramah! Encourage your friends and
family to give generously. Your investment in the Jewish 
future will pay dividends for years to come.   

Get a onesie for your Future Ramahnik by
sending an email to Robin at

rrubenstein@ramahwisconsin.com! 

             on Facebook and follow @ramahwisconsin on Instagram and Twitter. 

For information on upcoming reunions and alumni events outside
Chicago, go to ramahwisconsin.com or contact Robin Rubenstein at
rrubenstein@ramahwisconsin.com or at 312-265-6653.
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What Does It Mean 
To Leave a Legacy?
By Jess Levitt, Nivonim 2017

Remarks from Nivonim Campus Dedication Ceremony

July 16, 2017

On the last day of our Machon summer, we were told that we
would have an opportunity to take a tour of the givah. The old
givah, I should say, all of us knowing that those would be some of
the last steps taken in that sacred space. As an aidah, we crossed the
line separating the garbage trail and the pathway up to the cabins,
taking in all of our surroundings with each step, until we finally
reached what had been a mystery for our entire lives at Machaneh
Ramah. 

Opening the doors and seeing the endless graffiti, countless names,
and meaningful messages was a very bittersweet feeling. I can 
confidently say that most, if not all of us were very heartbroken at
the idea that we would not be living in those history-filled cabins.
How did we get so unlucky that we would never get the chance 
to leave a legacy and physically make a mark on those nearly 
destroyed cabins? “Why us?” we were all thinking. Reading all the
names from years ago, reading notes from siblings to younger 
siblings, taking it all in, I felt that I was being robbed of my 
opportunity to carry out what Nivo is all about. Nivo is about 
leaving a legacy, right?

Fast forward to the first day of Nivo this summer, I take my first
steps on the new givah with the well-ventilated cabins, plentiful
shelving, a beautiful grassy kikar between the boys and girls cabins,
not to mention a spacious Moadon to hang out at any point during
the day. I asked myself how I could have been so ungrateful the
summer before. I had the chance to live in a brand new space along
with my aidah mates of Nivo 2017. We have had the opportunity
to be the very first ones to explore the newly built givah. Everyone
is going to remember Nivonim 2017, because we are the first ones.

Leaving a legacy is not limited to writing your name on a wall.
Leaving a legacy is so much more than that. It’s inspiring younger
campers, spreading ruach, and embracing everyone in your aidah
living alongside you. I feel very lucky to be a part of Nivo 2017,
the first ones on the new givah. How did we get so lucky?

Nivonim campers and Ramah Wisconsin Legacy Society 
Members planted a tree on the new Givah on Visitors’ Day, 
exemplifying the Talmudic saying, “As my ancestors planted
for me, so I plant for my children.”



Legacy Society Members
Anonymous (6)
Shira and Rabbi Steven Abraham
Sally and Michael Abrams
William Agress
Dr. Phyllis Gorin and 

Rabbi Morris Allen
Abby and Sheldon Badzin
Faye and Benji Bearman
Betty Benson (z”l)
Harold P. Benson
Miriam and Dan Berger
Robert M. Berger
Jean Best
Marilyn Blonsky
Cookie Feldman Bloom
Karen and Marshall Brill
Julie Strauss and Joel Brown 
Elizabeth Holtzman and David Bubis
F. Bruce Cohen
Roberta (z”l) and 

Rabbi Burton Cohen
Sarah Bierman and 

Rabbi Joshua Cohen
Ellen and Yehuda Cohen
Margaret and Lee Cohn
Debbie and Gary Cortes
Rita M. Cortes
Deborah Shalowitz Cowans 

and Bruce Cowans
Tamar and Jacob Cytryn
Evan Dreifuss

Dr. Arthur Elstein
Emanuel Feldman
Naomi and Julian Fisher
Jennifer and Stewart Flink
Betsy and Scott Forester
Kim and Alan Frankel
Kim and Stuart Frankenthal
Charlotte Singer Gelfand
Marvell Ginsburg (z”l)
Leslie and Bernie Goldblatt
Nami and David Goldenberg
Laurie and Joel Goldsmith
Marlene and Sam Gordon
Mindy and Jeffrey Gordon
Rabbi Yosi Gordon
Harold Grinspoon
Evelyn Gross
Michal and Uzi (z”l) Halevy
Evelyn Harris (z”l)
Nina and Arnie Harris
Ruth and Mark Harris
Linda and Michael Hoffenberg
Sara and Jon Hoffenberg
Vivian and Ralph Jacobson
Shanna Baumgarten Jadwin
Camille and Rabbi Rob Kahn
Orlee and Jeffrey Kahn
Beth and Dr. Jeff Kopin
Gabriel Kopin
Rabbi Myer Kripke (z”l)

Dr. Lena and David Kushnir
Elyse and Dr. Ron Less
Madalyn (z”l) and Robert Less
Renee and George (z”l) Levine
Shary and Marc Levitt
Leslie and Michael Litwack
Abby and Jonathan Maeir
Arthur and Lois Marc (z”l)
Adam Margolis
Edward and Roslyn (z”l) Marks
Julie Rabinowitz and Gary Marx
Judy and Harvey Medress
Judy Teibloom Mishkin and 

Larry Mishkin
Dr. Rebecca Schorsch and 

Dr. Scott Moses
Barbara and Donald Newman
Barrie and Steve Orloff
Sandy Starkman and 

Larry Pachter
Tamar Rubin and Adam Parker
Dana Yugend-Pepper and 

Larry Pepper
Benjamin Philipson
Roselind and Sheldon Rabinowitz
Lisa and Mark Ratner
Harriet and Joseph Resnick
Mindy and Dan Ribnick
Mary and Joel Rich
Jaynie Schultz and Ron Romaner
Ann Lesley and Scott Rosen

Shari (z”l) and Dr. Herbert Rosen
Jonathan Adam Ross
Dena (z”l) and Fred Rothschild
Betty and Dr. Irving (z”l) Rozenfeld
Robin and Rabbi Steven Rubenstein
Susan and Marc Sacks
Martha and Arthur Salkin
Louise and Steven Schoenberger
Carol Ann and Michael Schwartz
Phyllis and Sidney (z”l) Shalowitz
Lori Stark and Dr. David Shapiro
Fran and Jonathan Sherman
Karen and Hal Sider
Dr. Margaret and Alan Silberman
Sarah Small
Sheila and Michael Small
Emily and Rabbi David Soloff
Melissa and Marc Spellman
Adam Steinberg
Miriam and Morton Steinberg
Mayer Stiebel
Rebecca and Rabbi Loren Sykes
Anna Tarkoff
Lisa and Steven Tenzer
Phyllis Hofman Waldmann
Joshua Warshawsky
Tami and Reuben Warshawsky
Richard D. Weiner
Debbie and Adam Winick
David Wolkin

Declaration of Intent
In the Jewish tradition of sharing our blessings, I/we take deep satisfaction in declaring my/our intent to help Camp Ramah in 
Wisconsin provide for the needs of future generations of Jewish children.

I/We have made provision, or

I/We will make provision to include Camp Ramah as beneficiary in: 

a bequest in my/our will a deferred lifetime gift a life insurance gift

through a trust fund and/or foundation through a retirement fund

Please add my/our name(s) to the Ramah Wisconsin Legacy Society.

Print your name as you would like to be listed in the 
Ramah Wisconsin Legacy Society

I/We do not want to be listed.

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone Email

Signature Date

Please fax to 312.606.7136 or mail to: Camp Ramah in Wisconsin, Legacy Society, 65 East Wacker Place # 1200, Chicago IL 60601

Please consult your attorney or tax advisor for professional guidance in this area.

For additional information contact Linda Hoffenberg, Director of Institutional Advancement, at 312.606.9316 ext. 225 or 
LHoffenberg@ramahwisconsin.com
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Ramah Day Camp is a warm and nurturing environment where 
kids come to make great friends, grow socially, learn Jewish values
and most importantly - to have fun! Campers entering kindergarten
through sixth grade enjoy sports, swimming, music, cookouts, 
arts & crafts and so much more! 

Chicago area campers entering grades 3-6 can experience both Ramah
Day Camp and Camp Ramah in Wisconsin in one summer at special
rates! Ruach Ramah offers entering 3rd graders a 5-day taste of the
overnight camp experience. Kochavim offers entering 4th graders the 
opportunity to spend twelve action-packed days at Camp Ramah in 
Wisconsin and the rest of the summer at Ramah Day Camp. 
Two sessions are available. Garinim (for entering 5th graders) and 
Halutzim (for entering 6th graders) offer four weeks at Ramah Day
Camp and four weeks at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin.

For details call (312) 606-0444 or email info@ramahday.com. 

Camp Ramah in Wisconsin
65 E. Wacker Place, Suite 1200, Chicago IL 60601

Rabbi David Soloff, Chief Executive Officer
Jacob Cytryn, Director, Camp Ramah in Wisconsin
Adina Allen, Assistant Director
Lori Stark, Director, Ramah Day Camp
Benji Bearman, Chief Operating Officer
Sam Caplan, Chief Development Officer
Jonathan Sherman, President

For additional information contact:
Linda Hoffenberg, Director of Institutional Advancement, 
312-690-8325, E-mail: LHoffenberg@ramahwisconsin.com
www.ramahwisconsin.com     www.ramahday.com

From Lori Stark, Director
Specialty Clinics – 
more choices than ever!
Every summer campers in grades 3-6 can choose
from a wide variety of hugim (specialty clinics) and
this summer they had more choices than ever: archery,
baseball, basketball, big field games, board games,
cooking, drama, fused glass, gymnastics, hockey, improv,
jazz dance, open art studio, photography, pottery,
rocketry, science, soccer, tennis and woodworking.
These clinics grow organically from the interests of

the campers. One of our most popular clinics developed because a camper
told me he’d love to learn how to cook, and, during the summer of the 
cicadas, we started a bug collecting activity. It is always so exciting to see
children exploring new interests and building skills!
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